rt 























U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


WASHINGTON, D. C. VOL. 56, NO. 13 September 24, 1956 





United States Imports and Exports Show Gains 
In Industrial Goods and Foodstuffs—Page | | 



















Imports for Consumption Nonmilitary Exports 

Billion dollars Billion dollars - 

8.0 [~ 8.0 [~ 

6.0 6.0 

40 40r- 

2.0r- S oe S 2.0 

0 | Bete eee ed a 0 Seren ae 
1954 1955 1956 1954 1955 1956 
—— JANUARY — JUNE -—— —— JANUARY — JUNE —= 

Yinciudes newsprint ond buriaps. Wexciudes “special category” 


Also In This Issue: 


Additional Provisions Set for Export of U. S. Surplus Farm Products—Page 28 .. . Indian Economic Activ- 
ity Expands—Page 3... Export Credit Insurance Obtainable in Australia—Page 10 ... Iranian Import 
Trade Brisk; New Quotas Effective—Page 5... Strain on Icelandic Economy Eased in First Half of 1956 
—Page 4... Yugoslavs Interested in Trade With United States—Page 23 ... Retail and Wholesale 
Business in Ecuador Hits New Low Level—Page 8... New Opportunities for World Trade—Page 13... 
World Trade Publications—Page 21. 





S siemae tet, = 
PO eae Ta. am ee 


os 
igh 


et 


ab dno GR ip etme 
ing, a ES 


 becteves & 
pres 


Seer ser, 
Petes capton E 


or Aap ne 


? 
b 
s 














BFC Suggests .. . 





Foreign Commerce Weekly and World 
Trade Information Service as a Package 


Doing successful business abroad on a continuing basis re- 
quiries a wide and up-to-date knowledge of developments around 
the world which affect business transactions. 

Many sources of information are available to those engaged 
in international business transactions. The daily press reports 
major events and situations as they occur. The news magazines 
provide cohesiveness and, background for a better understanding 
of what is transpiring. The trade press in the international field 
brings valuable information and advice to the businessmen who 
are interested in foreign developments as they affect trade in 
specific commodities and products and services to international 
traders, such as credit or shipping. 

Additional sources of information are available to interna- 
tional traders and investors who are members of associations 
organized to further the interests of international traders. A 
number of private concerns offer, on a subscription basis, a cov- 
erage of developments around the world obtained from many 
sources including foreign correspondents. Banking institutions 
which have foreign departments are important sources of knowl- 
edge on conditions abroad affecting world trade. Many firms 
have agents abroad who keep them informed of developments as 
well as perform the tasks involved in doing business. 

In addition to these sources, more than 10,000 firms and 
individuals concerned with international trade, travel, and invest- 
menf utilize the information provided by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce and made available through Bureau publications. 

In the Bureau, information obtained from the U. S. Foreign 
Service in more than 10C countries is correlated with other 
factual data for subscribers of Foreign Commerce Weekly and 
of World Trade Information Service. These two publications 
complement each other. Foreign Commerce Weekly presents 
current developments and business opportunities. World Trade 
Information Service provides a reference source of basic infor- 
mation on nearly 100 countries and territories needed by inter- 
national traders and investors in developing and transacting 
business abroad. ’ 

Many Foreign Commerce Weekly subscribers are obtaining 
only a part of this package service. It is suggested that sub- 
scribers consider the use of both of these complementary services. 
The services available through World Trade Information Service 
are described in this issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly, page 20. 
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Field Offices Give. 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world. 
trade—-ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to detailg’ 
on export and import regulations—jg 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own cities or lo- 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their commu- 
nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department’s 
Field Offices follow: 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 321 Post 


Office Bidg. 
oe Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 


it 4 
Boston 9, Teese. 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 
Buffalo 3, N. ¥., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Bidg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, we 307 Federal Office Bldg, 
Chicago 6, Iil., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 22, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
6, Mo., Federal Office ldg. 
Los. Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8S. Broadway. 
Tenn., 213 Falls Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 N.E. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 
New Gricans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave, 
New York 17, N. Y¥., 110 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portiand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Court- 


house. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bide 
Salt Lake City i, Utah, 222 S.W. Temp 


San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cus- 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bidg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers coneult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 








Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 
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U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $4.50 ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing); single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the 
Superintendent ef Documents. and mail either to your nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Gev- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 


NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted freely. 
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Industrial Policies Formulated 





Economic Activity Expands 


Inflationary trends in India gained momentum in the second quarter 
of 1956 as industrial, agricultural, and business activity increased. 

Government policy statements were announced on industry, mining, 
cotton textiles, and ceilings on incomes. The second Five-Year Plan, 
which directs the overall economy in the 1956-61 period, was placed 


in operation, effective April 1. 

India concluded bilateral agreements 
with other countries for the purchase 
of items essential to the national 
economy. The long-discussed “State 
Trading Corporation began operations 
in May and a new import policy an- 
nounced at the end of June further 
liberalized the entry of “essential” 
commodities into India. 

Total 1955-56 food-grain production 
was estimated at 53.1 million long tons, 
compared with 55.7 million long tons 
in 1954-55. The food situation was con- 
sidered favorable despite the fall, and 
the Government directed its immediate 
interest to the problem of rising food 
prices. 


Food Price Rises Combatted 


Remedial measures included the con- 
clusion of an agreement with Burma 
to import 2 million long tons of rice 
over a 5-year period; purchases of 
about 1 million long tons of wheat from 
foreign countries; issuance from Gov- 
ernment reserves, at fixed prices, of 
wheat and rice stocks in high-price 
areas; imposition of restrictions on 
bank advances against rice and paddy 
stocks; imposition of new export duties 
on linseed, nigerseed, and kardiseed 
oils, and an increase in the existing 
duty on caster oil; and stoppage of 
mustard, rapeseed, peanut, and sesame 
oil exports. 

Signs of a leveling off in agricultural 
prices were evident toward the end of 
the quarter. 

At the end of June, the Government 
agreed to increase food-grain targets 
under the second Five-Year Plan by 
16.5 million long tons over the previous 
65-million-ton target and similar in- 
creases were recommended for other 
important crops. Acceptance of these 
increased targets was made contingent 
upon the furnishing of additional funds 
for agricultural development; it was 
agreed that meanwhile the $357 mil- 
lion which had been provided for crop 
development would be made available 
in the first 3 years of the plan, after 
which the situation would be reviewed 
and additional funds allocated for the 
remaining years. 


Second Plan Launched 
The second Five-Year plan theo- 
retically became operative on April 1, 
although the final version was not 
presented to Parliament until May 15 
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and is still subject to debate. An esti- 
mated 72 billion rupees, or U.S. $15.2 
billion involved, compared with about 
40 billion rupees, or U.S. $8.4 billion, 
in the first plan. The new plan was 
favorably received in Parliament and 
by the Indian press although certain 
sectors were concerned about its fi- 
nancing and the prospect of shortages 
in railway rolling stock and in such 
industrial raw materials as cement, 
iron, and steel. 

Prime Minister Nehru, intervening in 
a Parliament debate on a _ nonofficial 
resolution which recommended fixing a 
Statutory ceiling on personal incomes, 
rejected the proposal, a notable depart- 
ture from an earlier official approach 
which suggested the imposition of a ceil- 
ing on incomes parallel to the ceiling on 
land holdings, in order to reduce in- 
equalities of income. 

The Government's, new industrial 
policy announced on April 30 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 4, 1956, p. 7), 
while tightening central control over 
industry, has been accepted generally 
by the private sector because it is be- 
lieved that existing private enterprises 
in the category now reserved to public 
enterprise will continue to function as 
private companies; deserving private 
sector industries have been guaranteed 
financial help by the Central Govern- 
ment; and the new policy states that 
the roles of the public and private sec- 
tors are equally important and com- 
plementary. 

Some elements of private enterprise 
are uneasy, however, over the future 
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in India 


path of nationalization despite the Gov- 
ernment’s announced policy. 


Textile Goals Increased 
The controversy between the mill and 
handloom sectors of the cotton-textile 


industry as to which would supply the 
additional 1,700 million yards of cotton 


cloth required during the second-plan 


was resolved by a practical comprise. 


The allocation agreed on was 700 
million yards for the handloom industry 
from mill yarn and 300 million yards 
from home-spun yarn; 200 million yards 
by the introduction of power looms in 
the handloom sector; and 350 million 
yards by the expansion of the mill sec- 
tor for export. The remaining 150 mil- 
lion yards is to be held in reserve for 
adjustment purposes, 

The cotton-mill industry thus will 
not be held to the 5,000-million-yard 
level planned previously. Some observ- 
ers believe that the handloom sector 
will not be able to meet the rising de- 
mand during the second plan and the 
mill sector will have to expand even 
further to prevent inflation. The Gov- 
ernment’s policy now appears intended 
to reserve fof export the extra cloth 
produced most, cheaply and efficiently 
from the mills’ automatic looms and to 
help hold down internal prices although 
offering the domestic consumer only 
cloth manufactured by expensive pro- 
ducers. 


Teams Study Factory Project 


Arrangements were made for the ar- 
rival of industrial teams from the 
United Kingdom and the Soviet Union 


to study the possibility of establishing - 


a heavy-machinery manufacturing plant 
in India. Two-thirds of the machinery 
requirements are expected to be satis- 
fied by domestic production within 10 
years through plans now being formu- 
lated. 

To facilitate this project and to ad- 
vance other second plan objectives, the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
was reorganized into three divisions: 
Heavy industries, consumer industries, 
and trade. The present Minister will 
remain in over-all charge to coordinate 
the development of heavy industries, 
provide adequate supplies of consumer 
goods, and secure essential imports and 
the promotion of exports to earn for- 
eign exchange. 

The Government has completed ar- 
rangements for importing nearly all the 
steel that will be required in 1956 from 
many countries including the Soviet 
Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, commu- 
nist China, Japan, Italy, France, Bel- 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Stress on Icelandic Economy Relieved 


The strain on Iceland’s economy resulting from strong inflationary 
forces was definitely, though perhaps only temporarily, eased in the 


first half of 1956: 


_. The north coast herring fisheries yielded three times as much as 
last season, ocean-perch fishing was excellent through much of the 


summer, and crop prospects are good 
because of favorable weather. 

Foreign-exchange receipts during the 
second quarter exceeded those of the 
like 1955 period by 20 percent, and the 
downward trend of foreign exchange 
reserves was halted, while credit ex- 
pansion slackened. The outlook for 
frozen-fish sales to the United States 
improved. 

Half-year exports increased from 372 
million Icelandie crowns, or US$22.9 
million, in 1955 to 459 million crowns, 
US$28.2 million, chiefly because of in- 
creased sales to the Soviet bloc. 

On the other hand, the cost-of-living 
index continued to rise during the half- 
year, and currency in circulation in- 
creased by 7 percent, to 336 million 
crowns, although the rising trend of 
credit slowed to half of last year’s rate. 

Construction activity continued at last 
year’s high level, despite a strict credit 
policy, maintaining pressure on the sup- 
ply of labor and imported goods. On 
the whole, the possibility of recourse 
to devaluation appears to have been 
lessened, : 

Fish Catch Good 


The total fish catch as of June 30 was 
241,000 metric tons, in comparison with 
257,000 tons last year. Although this 
was a 7-percent decrease, the catch is 
still qualified as good. Variations in com- 
position were not significant, although 
the cod catch was slightly lower than 
last year. 

Approximately the same percentage 
of the catch was diverted for freezing 
as last year—104,000 tons in comparison 
with 105,000. Ocean-perch trawler 
catches were excellent after June 30, 
and frozen storage facilities are taxed. 
The pressure for exports to the Soviet 
bloc thus will be as strong as it was 
last year. 

The amount diverted for stock-fish 
production was reduced from 55,000 to 
44,000 tons and that for salting from 
92,000 to 86,000. 

The north coast herring catch in 
July was over twice as large as that in 
last year’s entire north coast season, 
or 67,000 tons in comparison with 29,000. 
The total herring catch last year, in- 
cluding the south coast, was 54,000 tons. 
All orders for salted herring—240,000 
barrels—were filled, including a 25,000- 
barrel portion of the Russian contract 
which was to have been filled either 
with north or south coast herring, as 
available. An additional Soviet contract 
for 50,000 barrels has been signed and 
is being processed. 

The season was ended on July 25 by 





severe storms off the north coast, which 
lasted 10 days. Although the weather 
improved, herring did not appear again 
in quantity. On the basis of past ex- 
perience, Icelanders doubt that it will. 
The south coast drift-net fisheries for 
herring began and initial catches were 


Iceland will receive 17 automatic fil- 
leting and skinning machines this year 
and 40 in 1957. They are being pur- 
chased under a 7 million-8-million Ger- 
man-mark export credit obtained in 
Western Germany. Since each of these 
machines will replace 18-20 high-wage 
filleters, this acquisition probably will 
constitute a significant step toward 
lowering costs and improving Iceland’s 
competitive position in frozen fish. Also, 
it probably will increase total output and 
aggravate the frozen-storage problem 
unless exports improve. 

Trade Balance Improves 


The larger than usual carryover of 
export stocks into 1956 was eliminated 
during the first half, exports being 87 
million crowns, or 24 percent, higher 
than for the like period last year. This 
led to a substantial improvement in 
Iceland’s trade balance, Stocks as of 
June 30 were at approximately last 
year’s levels, or the equivalent of $12 
million, 

Most of the increase was in sales of 
frozen fish—172 million crowns in com- 
parison with 109 million. Practically all 
of this increase in turn went to the 
Soviet bloc. Eighty-four percent of the 
total bloc trade was in frozen fish. Sales 
of all commodities to the bloc were 
double last year’s level; those to the 
U.S. S. R. itself were almost three times 
as high, but last year at this time they 
were running behind schedule. 

The only other volume market for 
frozen fish continued to be the United 
States. The press stated that exports 
to the United States_improved in the 
first half-year—7,200 tons in comparison 
with 6,000 for the period last year—but 
this achievement paled in comparison 
with the rise in shipments to the Soviet 
bloc, amounting to 22,300 tons in com- 
parison with 16,000. Total exports to the 
dollar area were off slightly; those of 
wool were down 10 million crowns, more 
than offsetting the increase in fish ex- 
ports. The total U. S, takings for the 
entire year are nevertheless expected 
to be higher than for 1955. 

Steck-fish exports were valued at 54 
million crowns in the first half-year, in 
comparison. with 22 million last year, 


This flunctuation was due to larger 
than seasonal 1956 exports, compared 
wit smaller than seasonal shipments 
last year. The carryover from 1954 was 
very small, but the opposite was true in 
1955. Prices continued soft, but almost 
the entire’caryover was sold, mostly to 
the African market via the United 
Kingdom, the Netherlands, and West 
Germany, as is usual. 


Export Position Better 


Total exports to European Payments 
Union countries increased from 183 mil- 
lion to 220 million crowns. Wester 
Germany accounted for most of the 
increase, its share rising from 13 million 
to 36 million, The increase was mostly 
in fish by-products such as cod-liver oil, 
whale oil, and fishmeal, with some in 
salted sheepskins. 


With the export position improved, 
Iceland’s balance-of-payments position 
would have been dramatically changed 
for the better had not imports increased 
by an almost equal amount. The latter 
rose from 518 million crowns to 595 
million, the import surplus on trading 
account accordingly being 136 million 
crowns. The dollar area’s share fell off 
because of the reduction in automobile 
imports which last year were still very 
active. Many import categories shared 
in the increase, ships, principally new 
motorboats, being very prominent. Gen- 
erally speaking, the increases seemed 
to have been centered more in capital 
than in consumption goods, 


Exchange Situation Eases 


As a result of greatly increased ex- 
ports and higher defense earnings, Ice- 


(Continued on page 7) 





investment in 


Federation of 
Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


. « « One of a series of country 
handbooks prepared by the Bu- 


reau of Foreign Commerce ,. . « 


$1.75 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington. 25, D. C, 
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Consumer Price Rise 
Checked in Portugal 


Developments in Portugal in August 
tended to confirm previous indications 
that the prolonged rise in prices of con- 
sumer goods had been checked, 

Imports of foodstuffs and other con- 
summer goods, as well as imported raw 
materials for industry, increased sharp- 
ly, in the first half of 1956. The Govern- 
ment took measures to facilitate im- 
ports of vegetable oils and sugar by 
granting duty reductions and exemp- 
tions. The cost of raw materials for 
industry will be lowered by a measure 
giving the Minister of Finance general 
authority to extend drawback privileges. 

Retail prices, according to the Bank 
of Portugal’s index covering 159 items, 
declined in July to 110 (1955—100) 
from the peak of 113 in May and June. 
The food component in turn dropped to 
111 from the peak of 115 in May and 
June. Though the figures indicated that 
prices had declined to the March 1956 
level, it was evident thet consumers 
were still paying substantially higher 
prices than in 1955. 

The break in domestic food prices 
was largely seasonal and was expected, 
but it provided some evidence that 
official action toward curbing the price 
rise had been effective. While wage 
increases were allowed in selected in- 
dustries affected by shortages of skilled 
labor, signs of a general wage increase 
were not apparent. Depressed conditions 
in the textile industry, Portugal's larg- 
est industrial employer, were a factor 
tending to check the wage-price spiral. 


Agriculture Favorable 


Agricultural conditions continued gen- 
erally favorable. Rice and corn crops 
were expected to show relatively high 
yields, particularly because of a better 
supply of water for irrigation than 
last year. Pastures in northern Portu- 
gal were in better condition, also as a 
results of abundant water. 

Manufacturing industries continued to 
be favored by ample hydroelectric pow- 
er. Electric-power consumption by all 
users, excluding the chemical fertilizer 
plants which consume large quantities 
of low-cost surplus electric power, was 
about 13 percent greater in the first 
6 months of 1956 than of 1955. Indus- 
trial-production accounted for a large 
part of the increase. 

Chemicals, paper, cement, glass pro- 
cessed foods, and naval stores were 
among items produced in greater quan- 
tities in the first quarter of this year 
than a year ago. The important canned 
fish industry was a major exception 
to rising production. Smaller catches 
this year reduced the first-quarter out- 
put of canned fish by 58 percent. 

Industrial-alcohol production was up 
by 35 percent in the first 3 months 
this year, sulfuric acid by 4 percent, 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Iranian Imports Active; Foreign 
Suppliers Compete for New Quotas 


Business conditions in Iran in the second quarter of 1956 were char- 
acterized by keen competition among foreign,suppliers, heavy imports, a 
decrease in exports to the U.S.S.R., and in total trade with the Soviet 


bloc, a net drain of $5.5 million in forei 


~exchange reserves, a decline 


in retail sales, a housing boom, and a rise in the cost of living. 


Income from oil increased with main- 
tained petroleum production, and a 
number of oil companies expressed in- 
terest in oil exploitation rights in areas 
not covered by the Consortium agree- 
ment. 

The Plan Organization—Government 
development agency—drew up a new 
program raising proposed expenditures 
20 percent above the ceiling approved 
by Parliament in April. 


Imports were particularly brisk as 
new import quotas became effective 
March 22—the beginning of the Iranian 
calendar year—and _  foreign-exchange 
supplies remained adequate to meet im- 
porters’ demand. 

Competition among foreign suppliers 
was especially keen. Large orders for 
English woolen fabrics were placed for 
the coming season, despite the intro- 
duction of similar Japanese and Italian 
manufactures. Czechoslovakia acquired 
almost a monopoly on piece goods used 
for lining, and the Japanese dominated 
the broadcloth and poplin market but 
fell back with respect to other cotton 
items. 

The Soviets did not introduce many 
piece goods, although their allocation 
was not exhausted. Imports of cotto 
piece goods generally were below nor- 
mal since merchants were reportedly 
reluctant to place large orders owing to 
increased competition from local fac- 
tories and the fear of large iron curtain 
imports at below market prices. 


Imports from U. 8. Strong 

American trade in cars, trucks, tires, 
tubes, pharmaceuticals, rayon goods, 
and luxury items, such as refrigerators, 
tape recorders, fans, and woolens, re- 
mained firm. German trade in cars, 
buses, photographic materials, and iron 
and steel, as well as ‘rousehold goods, 
was brisk. For the first time Czecho- 
slovak trucks manufactured by the 
Skoda plants became a factor in the 
market. 

Because of the building boom, large 
orders were placed for iron and steel, 
many in Germany. Orders for cement 
declined as local plants increased their 
output. 

Reports of the Bank Melli indicate a 
falling off since last year of foreign- 
exchange receipts from commercial ex- 
ports, which exclude oil, confirmed by 
evidence in the market that the export 
of many items such as cotton, oilseeds, 
and edible nuts, has been considerably 
reduced, Sharp competition by neigh- 





boring countries and a reduction in 
price quotations are said to have con- 
tributed to this development. However, 
carpet exports remained firm and dried 
fruit and gum tragacanth also held their 
own. Exports to Germany were partic- 
ularily good. 

A decrease of almost 50 percent in ex- 
ports to the U.S.S.R., balanced by sharp 
increases to Soviet bloc countries, was 
attributable primarily to the absence of 
the customary large quantities of Iran- 
ian rice from this year’s trade. The 
U.S.S.R. refused to purchase rice this 
year and it developed later that Iran 
had no surplus to sell. 

Imports from the U.S.S.R. and Hun- 
gary increased markedly and raised to- 
tal Soviet bloc imports despite moderate 
decreases from Czechoslovakia and Po- 
land. Certain textile items, such as 
Czechoslovak piece goods for lining and 
Hungarian printed chintz have won a 
strong position on the Iranian market. 

Total trade with Soviet bloc coun- 
tries was, however, below the level of a 
year ago. P 

At the end of the quarter a good 
wheat crop was indicated, although low- 
er than that of 1955. However, in- 
creased wheat consumption wil] necessi- 
tate larger imports, estimated at 87,000 
metric tons for 1956—57,000 tons to be 
imported from the United States under 
Public Law 480 and 30,000 tons through 
the oil companies for their commissa- 
ries. Estimates of the cotton and rice 
crops are not yet available but a ban 
on cottonseed export and erection of 
new oil presses probably will increase 
cottonseed-oil production. 


Oil Payments Up 

Sterling payments by the participat- 
ing member companies of the Oil Con- 
sortium to the Government of Iran and 
to the National Iranian Oil Co, (NIOC) 
in the quarter totaled £14 million, or US 
$38 million, compared with £8 million, 
US$22 million, for the corresponding 
1955 period. 

From October 1954, when oil opera- 
tions resumed, through June i, 1956, 
Iran earned £55 million, US$155 million 
from’ oil, £39 million, US$110 million, 
representing income-tax payments by 
the Consortium companies to the Gov- 
ernment and £16 million, US$45 million, 
“stated payments” to NIOC. In addi- 
tion, over the same period, the Consor- 
tium companies purchased £23 million, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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lraq 


Passes Economic, Social Laws; 


Eduee Program for Development 


Significant economic and social legislation passed by the Iraqi 
Parliament during the second quarter of 1956 covered the following 
subjects: Civil-service reform, social security, development, finance, and 


industry. 


The Civil Service Law, effective in June, was s the most important 


legislation enacted during the period. 
This law, together with a purge bill of 
1-year duration and seven other related 
laws, affecting the Judiciary, Police, 
Army, and other Government depart- 
ments, was part of a package program 
to make Government administration 
more efficient. It had become clear that 
civil-service improvement was urgently 
needed, and that administrative ineffi- 
ciency was probably the chief factor 
limiting most development. 

In addition to codifying existing regu- 
lations on the subject, establishing en- 
trance qualifications, and providing for 
a promotion system and a Public Serv- 
ice Board of Administration, the law 
called for raising salaries. Increased 
salaries amounted to about one-third in 
the lowest brackets to two-thirds in the 
middie and upper categories, with a 
resulting rise in the Government wage 
bill of 3,824,000 Iraqi dinars (1 Iraqi 
dinar = US$2.80) a year. 

A new type of legislation for Iraq is 
the first Social Security Law, drafted 
by an International Labor Organization 
expert from Australia and passed in 
May, which will become effective Decem- 
ber 2. It provides benefits for old age, 
permanent invalidation, survivors, mar- 
riage, maternity, death, unemployment, 
and sickness. This law affects all per- 
sons employed by entities having 30 or 
more people. The extent of coverage 
of various classes of employment is to 
be determined by regulations. 


64-Percent Rise in Program 


The law is a-—definite improvement 
over the most favorable benefits pro- 
vided by most Iraqi industry at present. 
Initially, the law may encounter some 
administrative difficulties on respon- 
sibility of employers and the eligibility 
and qualifications of employees. 

The Government approved in June a 
64-percent increase in the Development 
Board program. The cost of the pro- 
gram was increased from 304,306,000 
Iraqi dinars for the 5 years 1955-59, 
to 500,007,000 dinars for the 6-year pe- 
riod 1955-60. 

Retroactive to April 1, 1955, the new 
program is basically an expansion of the 
previous plan, allocations by major 
categories corresponding closely to the 
same ratios as before, as follows: Flood 
control, irrigation and drainage, 31 per- 
cent; communications—roads, bridges, 
railroads, airports, ports, and others— 
25 percent; buildings, 20 percent; indus- 
try, mining, and electricity, 13 percent; 
housing, 5 percent; agricultural re- 
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sources, 3 percent; and miscellaneous 
and administration, 3 percent. The ex- 
panded program, contemplating average 
expenditures of over 90 million Iraqi 
dinars annually during 1956-60, reflects 
the expectation of a considerable in- 
crease in oil revenues. 


The Development Board housing pro- 
gram showed progress, when contracts 
for 2,588 housing units were awarded 
in July as follows: 400-unit project at 
the Sarchinar cement factory to the 
Contracting and Trading Co. (Leba- 
nese); 818 units for the Mosul Cotton 
Textile Mill to the Pan Arabian Engi- 
neering & Development Co. (Lebanese); 
1,250 units in West Baghdad to Armar 
& Tajirian (Iraqi); and 120 units in 
the first experimental project in Bagh- 
dad to 7 contractors from the Middle 
East and 1 from Norway. The ex- 
perimental project’s purpose is to 
develop new construction methods and 
materials for the Development Board 


program. 

The Development Board issued a 
notice early in June that bids for 7,600 
additional housing units would be 
invited by fall. Invitations to bid were 
issued in June for 200 units in the 


gecond experimental program and for 
163 units with community service 
facilities for the Dibis electric-power 
plant under construction near Kirkuk. 
At the end of July, however, indications 
were that bids for possibly only 2,900 
additional units would be invited by the 
end of September, including 1,500 at 
Basra, 1,000 at Kirkuk, and 400 at the 
Mosul cement plant. 


Contracts Awarded 


Other major Development Board 
awards during the period were contracts 
to Dorman-Long (United Kingdom) 
totaling 1,060,008 dinars for two high- 
way bridges over the Euphrates River 
at Nasiriyah and Qurnah; the award in 
May of a 2,047,000-dinar contract to a 
German firm for the construction of a 
sugar refinery at Mosul, the first of two 
Government refineries to be built in 
the north as the basis for a sugar-beet 
industry in that area; and the award in 
July to a German consortium of a 
2,642,000-dinar contract for generating 
equipment for the new electric-power 
plants at Baghdad and Dibis. 

The Government's industrial program 
Was given impetus by the further liber- 
alization of the Law for the Encourage- 
ment of Industrial Undertakings, new 


ee 


legislation permitting the creation of 
administrative boards to manage the 
Government’s new industrial plants, 
the Industrial Bank Law's amendment 
to increase the Bank’s authorized cap- 
ital, from 3 million dinars to 8 million 
dinars and by a law authorizing the 
establishment of a Federation of Indus- 
tries of Iraq. 


Financial Measures Enacted 


A decree effective May 15 ordered the 
transfer to the National Bank within 6 
months of Government deposits in the 
Rafidain Bank, a Government-owned 
commercial institution, The significance 
of this decree to the Rafidain Bank is 
indicated by the size of this bank’s 
deposits which on March 31, 1956, in- 
cluded 23 million dinars in Government 
deposits compared with 7.4 million 
dinars in non-Government deposits. 

The announcement of the decree caused 
Rafidain Bank customers concern, as 
rumors circulated that the bank might 
call its loans before maturity. These 
fears subsided, however, when the Min- 
ister of Finance promptly issued a press 
statement that there was no reason for 
alarm, since the Rafidain Bank would 


(Continued on page 26) 








Philippines Rules on 
Profit Remittances 


The Philippine Government's 
new system for determining the 
amount of profits, dividends, and 
earnings which may be remitted 
abroad on foreign investment in 
that country is contained in a 
pamphlet for U. S. businessmen 
just released by the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. 

The new regulations are in- 
tended to provide incentives to- 
ward economic development by 
giving liberal priorities to those 
industries considered highly es- 
sential to a developing economy, 
according to the Central Bank of 
the Philippines. 

Entitled “Philippine Regulations 
on Profit Remittances,” the pam- 
phiet gives details on supporting 
data and information required by 
the Central Bank from foreign in- 
vestors in applying the formula, 
as well as a hypothetical example 
illustrating how the system 
works. 

Published as No. 56-67 in Eco- 
nomic Reports, Part 1, BFC’s 
World Trade Information Service, 
the 4-page report may be pur- 
chased from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, 
D. C., or from any of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce Field Offices, 
at 10 cents a copy, 
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Economic Activity . ... 


(Continued from page 3) 


gium, Germany and the United King- 
dom. It is proposed to import in the 
current fiscal year about 1.8 million 
long tons, of which 700,000 tons are 
expected to be on private account. 


A new iron and steel control order 
was issued which will enable the Gov- 
ernment to distribute limited supplies 
of iron and steel among different types 
of consumers and to arrange produc- 
tion and imports accordingly, With -a 
view to avoiding the concentration of 
industries in port cities, the Govern- 
ment announced uniform prices for all 
controlled categories of steel and pig 
jron at 525 rupees or US$110, a long 
ton. Steel prices had averaged 500 
rupees or US$105, a long ton~-at the 
ports and producing centers and freight 
rates were added for inland consumers. 

The industrial policy statement pro- 
vided that the future development of 
major minerals will be mainly in the 
public sector. Private industry felt that 
the policy does not make it easier to 
function and to plan for the future with 
confidence. 

While the private sector in the coal 
industry is being asked to undertake 
large new investment, new legislation 
providing for a reduction in the lease- 
terms for tenure of mining areas and 
the breaking up of large mining con- 
cession areas was expected. 

On May 26, the Government increased 
the selling price of coal by approximate- 
ly 3 rupees, US$0.63, a ton to help the 
industry raise 90 million rupees, 
US$18.9 million, to meet increased 
wage requirements. 

Two major agreements were reached 
with the Soviet Union for launching a 
petroleum-exploration program in the 
Punjab and Rajasthan and for the sup- 
ply of 3 drilling rigs, to be delivered 
by the end of 1956. Indian personnel 
will be trained in their operation. 


Trade Agreements Signed 
The Government sought to meet its 


requirements for iron, steel, cement, 
and other industrial raw materials 
through bilateral trading. A _ trade 


agreement with Poland was signed, a 
trade pact with Norway renewed, the 
schedule of commodities attached to the 
Indo-Swedish accord of 1955 revali- 
dated, and trade discussions held with 
Soviet Russia, Czechoslovakia, East 
Germany, Burma, Pakistan, and Japan, 
for the purchase of essential commod- 
ities or for the formation of new trade 
agreements. The value of recent ship- 
ments from Soviet bloc countries has 
increased sharply in recent months. 
The expansion of Indo-Soviet com- 
mercial relations will be facilitated by 
the State Trading Corporation which 
began operations on May 18. In addition 
to administering trade with communist 
countires, the Corporation will super- 
vise the cement import from all sources 
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and its internal distribution. Future ore 
exports will also be channeled in in- 
creasing measure through the Corpora- 
tion, 


An export risk insurance corporation 
may be established to encourage over- 
sea trade if the Government accepts 
the report of a special committee ap- 
pointed to study the desirability of an 
export credit guaranty scheme. 

The size and pattern of future U. S. 
economic and technical assistance pro- 
grams were discussed by the Indian 
press, with particular attention given 
to the statements of Ambassador Cooper 
advocating strengthening of the aid 
program. 

While no change was evident in the 
foreign investment climate, some VU, S. 
firms continued to consider assisting 
the establishment of new industries in 
India through licensing, technical as- 
sistance, or equity investment agree- 
ments, 

The new Indian import policy for 
July-December announced on June 30 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Aug. 13, 
p. 8) was expected to offer further 
opportunities for developing U. S. trade 
with India. 





Stress on... 


(Continued from page 4) 


land’s foreign-exchange problem has 
eased. Allowing for uncollected receipts 
for exports and unpaid bills for imports, 
the foreign-exchange position improved 
2.4 million crowns during the half-year, 
the deficit on June 30 being 39.1 million 
crowns. During the like period last year 
it became worse by 138.8 million. 

The first half-year is traditionally a 
period of foreign-exchange deficit, the 
supply of export products then being in 
course of processsing. With improved 
shipments to the United States, greatly 
increased sales to the Soviet bloc, and 
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the larger north-coast herring season, 
the slightly improved exchange situa- 
tion is expected to continue through 
fall. The possibility of devaluation has 
been correspondingly reduced, 

An important factor in Iceland's 
foreign-exchange position has been dol- 
lar receipts for defense purposes, For 
the first half of 1956 these amounted 
to 125 million crowns, or US$7.5 million, 
25 percent above the 1955 period. As 
work on present contracts is completed, 
a considerable decrease in Icelandic 
income from this source appears to be 
in prospect. 

The Government announced on Au- 
gust 12 the formation of a committee of 
representatives of the economy’s various 
sectors to make recommendations on 
economic measures. The committee will 
be assisted by~ technicians from the 
Government and its findings will be 
embodied in proposals to the new Al- 
thing which meets in October.—U, S. 
Embassy, Reykjavik. 





Iranian Imports ... 
(Continued from page 5) 


or US$64 million, of Iranian currency 
to meet local operating expenses. 

Iran’s total sterling income from oil 
for the 19 months of operation under 
the Consortium agreement has approxi- 
mated £78 million, US$219 million, Ac- 
cording to the recently enacted devel- 
opment law, 61.5 percent of oil revenues 
are allocated to the Plan Organization 
for development, 28.5 percent to the 
NIOC for petroleum operations and dis- 
tribution, and 10 percent to the Treas- 
ury for general budgetary purposes. 

Average daily crude-oil production in 
March, April, and May was 535,000, 
572,000, and 555,967 barrels, respective- 
ly, the April average exceeding any 
since resumption of oil operations. From 
January 1 to June 1, 1956, crude pro- 
duction totaled 11,863,642 cubic meters, 
and a steady increase is expected 
through 1956. _ 

Daily average refinery throughput for 
March, April, and May was 210,102, 
229,805, and 229,263 barrels, respective- 
ly, for a total of 30,935,220 barrels since 
January 1. A gradual stepping up of 
operations is planned until a daily 
average of 280,000 Barrels is attained. 
With this goal, expected to be reached 
in the third quarter, the 1956 refinery 
schedule set forth in the oil agreement 
is expected to be more than met, | 


New Pipeline Planned 


Oh June 7, 1956, a contract was en- 
tered into between the NIOC and the 
French Company, Entrepose, for the 
construction of a 234-kilometer pipeline 
to cost approximately $5 million, con- 
necting Isfahan to the pipeline now 
being constructed between Ahwaz and 
Tehran. The new pipeline, which will 
run from Azna to Isfahan, is expected 
to be completed by the end of 1957. 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Ecuadoran Business 
Falls to New Low 


Retail and wholesale business in 
Ecuador fell to new depths in July and 
credit facilities were reported tighter 
than ever. 

This further deterioration of the eco- 
nomic situation was attributed to politi- 
cal conditions early in the month and 
delay in exporting the coffee crop. 

As in the last few months, people 
deferred payments ,even if they had 
money, and the commercial banks re- 
stricted their credit operations to a 
bare minimum. Domestic settlement of 
payments was slow, and foreign pay- 
ments were fair. 

Sales were very slow in most lines, 
except foodstuffs: Inventories were still 
fairly normal, partly because of in- 
creased contraband in items whose im- 
port was temporarily. restricted. 

Depression Begins to Break 

In the last week of July a break in 
the economic depression began with the 
official announcement of the election of 
Camilo Ponce as President and took 
further encouragement from the start 
of coffee exports on a small scale. 


The cacao crop already had passed . 


its peak, but some exports continued. 
Although this year’s crop was late, 
larger amounts have been exported 
than in the corresponding 1955 period, 
but because of lower prices, receipts 
have been smaller. Banana exports were 
fair despite excess production and a 
lack of new markets. Sweden was ex- 
pected to enter the market soon for a 
substantial quantity of bananas, pay- 
ment to be made in U. S. dollars. Gen- 
eral encouragement over the export 
situation came from reports that all 
crops to date this year have been 
normal or better than in previous years, 
though lower prices, especially for cacao 
and coffee, mean less revenue. 

“Banking circle figures show that Ecua- 
dor imported 15-20 percent less in the 
first 6 months of this year than in the 
corresponding 1955 period, owing to 
import restrictions imposed by the Mon- 
etary Board. 

The Central Bank reported that the 
selling rate for dollar checks on the 
brokers’ free market averaged 18.64 
sucres a dollar for July 1-20, compared 
with an average of 18.66 for June. 
Throughout the month, the brokers’ 
free market was fairly stable, with 
only minor fluctuations. 


Fiscal Situation Grave 


The Government's fiscal situation did 
not improve. Estimates placed the defi- 
cit for 1956 at about 200 million sucres, 
or approximately US$13.3 million. Serv- 
ice was suspended on the dollar bonds 
issued to contractors by the Govern- 
ment in 1954-55 in payment for high- 
way construction. 

The Central 


Bank’s international 


monetary reserves declined steadily in 
the period June 20-July 20, from 256.2 
million sucres, or approximately US$17.1 
million, on June 20, to 247.1 million 
sucres, US$16.5 million, by the end of 
June, and 243.6 million sucres, US$16.2 
million by July 20. 

The Central Bank’s foreign-exchange 
cash transactions showed a US$723,000 
deficit for July 1-20. The cumulative 
deficit for 1956 through July 20 amount- 
ed to US$9,213,000. The continued 
balance-of-payments deficit and loss in 
international reserves were most un- 
usual that late in the year, since the 
export season for coffee and cacao ordi- 
narily reverses this trend in May or 
June. 

The Central Bank’s credit operations, 
which had increased substantially in 
June, declined in the first part of July, 
but rose slightly about mid-month. The 
Bank's deposits and obligations showed 
a similar trend, Total means of payment, 
including monetary deposits of the Gov- 
ernment and official entities, continued 
to increase, from an average of 1,291 
million sucres in June to 1,315 million 
for the period July 1-20. Despite these 
factors money and credit remained 
tight. 


U. S. Agreement Ends 

The U. S.-Ecuadoran trade agreement 
of 1938 was terminated July 17. No in- 
dication was given as to whether Ecua- 
dor would apply for adherence to the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 

A decree-law granting the Minister 
of the Treasury authority to impose 


———e 


special sureharges on imports from 
countries with which Ecuador has any 
unfavorable trade balance was promul- 
gated July 15, but has not yet been 
invoked. At the end of the month, the 
Monetary Board was studying new pps- 
sible measures to reduce the balance-of- 
payments deficit and the drain on the 
country’s international reserves. 

All airlines continued to have good 
cargo and passenger business. 

CEDTA, a small Ecuadoran airline, 
inaugurated a new biweekly service to 
Macara on the Peruvian border. TAO, 
also Ecuadoran, moved its headquarters 
to Ambato temporarily to provide an 
airlift to the Amazon region until the 
highway connection cut off by heavy 
June rains and landslides is repaired. 
The Ecuadoran Air Force is also flying 
in supplies. 

Final asphalting on the Quevedo- 
Manta highway continued, with com- 
pletion expected in September. 

The chronic difficulties of the National 
Railways continued, Regular service 
with the new German auto rail cars had 
not yet been inaugurated at the end of 
the month. The railways’ management 
was considering discontinuing service 
and taking up the track on the 49-mile 
Bahia de Caraquez-Chone line, which 
has been operating at a steady financial 
loss. The German firm Ruhrstahl and 
affiliated companies were understood to 
have offered to supply the railways with 
rolling stock and other equipment on a 
completely financed basis. 

The 47-million-sucre cement. plant 
near Riobamba in the Province of Chim- 

(Continued on page 21) 





A group of Asian and U. S. Govern- 
ment officials and leaders of industry 
and business from both sides of the 
Pacific will participate in the ninth 
Far East Conference of the Far East- 
American Council of Commerce and 
Industry at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
New York City, October 4-5. 

The speakers will include the Am- 
bassadors of Burma, Ceylon, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan, and 
Thailand; Miguel A. Cuaderno, gov- 
ernor, Central Bank of the Philip- 
pines; Prince Viwat-Chai Chaiyant, 
chairman of the board, Thai Danu 
Bank, Ltd.; B. K. Nehru, joint-secre- 
tary, Ministry of Finance, Govern- 
ment of India; Heitaro Inagaki, pres- 
ident, Japan Foreign Trade Council, 
Inc.; Howard P. Jones, Deputy As- 
sistant Secretary of State for Far 
Eastern Economic Affairs; Eugene 
M. Braderman, director, Par Eastern 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce; Samuel C. Waugh, president, 





Ninth Far East Conference Scheduled 
In New-York, October 4-5 


Export-Import Bank of Washington; 
W. F. Bramstedt, president, Cali- 
fornia Texas Oil Co., Ltd.; Robert L. 
Garner, president, International Fi- 
nance Corporation; Gordon Dean, 
senior vice president, General Dy- 
namics Corp.; G. J. Ticoulat, vice 
president, Crown Zellerbach Corp. 


Approximately 300 delegates from 
Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Pakistan, the Philippines, and 
Thailand are expected to join in the 
discussions on trade, investment, and 
economic-development problems. 


The Far East-American Council is 
a nonprofit organization of American 
firms founded in 1942—with a nation- 
wide membership—to promote better 
economic relations between Asia and 
the United States. 


Further information about the con- 
ference may be obtained from the 
Far East-American Council of Com- 
merce and Industry, Inc., 30 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
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Egypt Tightens Dollar 
Import Controls 


Egyptian Exchange Control 
authorities are reported to be issu- 
ing licenses for imports from the 
United States stamped with the 
provision that payment will be 
authorized only against Egyptian 
Government dollars blocked in the 
United States. 

U. S. exporters are advised that 
no arrangements currently exist 
for settlement of private trans- 
actions against Egyptian Goyern- 
ment funds held in the United 
States. Under the Egyptian As- 
sets Control Regulations, issued 
on July 31 by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, the ac- 
counts of .the Government of 
Egypt, its subdivisions and agen- 
cies—including the National Bank 
of Egypt—and the Suez Canal 
Company are blocked and may not 
be debited except as specifically 
authorized by the U. S. Depart- 
ment of the Treasury. 

Private transactions between 
U. S. firms and Egyptian firms are 
not, however, affected by the U. S. 
ruling and payments may be made 
by Egyptian firms in any manner 
other than through the use of 
these blocked funds. 











New Public Buses Permitted 
To Enter Cuba Duty Free 


New passenger buses imported into 
Cuba by companies engagéd in public 
transportation of passengers, have been 
exempted from import duties and taxes 
by Cuban decree No. 1820 of July 13, 
1956. Such imports will, however, be 
subject to the payment of 8 percent of 
their declared value. 

Requests for the above exemption 
must be accompanied by proof of the 
applicant’s status as a public carrier 
and a certificate from the manufacturer 
showing the vehicle’s value and attest- 
ing that the vehicle has not been used 
before. 

The applicant alsg must post a guar- 
anty bond unless exempted by the Min- 
istry of Treasury. Buses imported under 
the above exemption will become sub- 
ject to appropriate import duties and 
taxes if they are sold or transferred 
within 5 years of the import date.— 
U. S. Embassy, Havana. 


North Indian tea shipments for April- 
July 1956 totaled 302.33 million pounds, 
compared with 126.5 million pounds 
shipped in the corresponding period last 
year, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports, 
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Iran Entorces Storage Regulations 


The Iranian Director General of Cus- 
toms plans to enforce his directive of 
April 15 concerning goods left in Cus- 
toms warehouses at the ports of Khor- 
ramshahr and Bandar Shahpur, import- 
ers and owners of abandoned goods have 
been notified by the Bank Melli Iran, 

The directive, issued as a result of 


increasing congestion of goods in the 
warehouses of the two Persian Gulf 
ports, stipulates that merchandise re- 
maining at these ports for 5 months is 
to be- transported to the Customs ware- 
houses at Tehran and if not claimed 


within an additional 3 months will be ~ 


sold at public auction. 


Previously, goods held at the Persian 
Gulf Customs ports more than 8 months 
were subject to sale by public auction 
at the ports. In practice, however, some 
goods have been left in the warehouses 
longer than 8 months without applica- 
tion of the public auction rule. 


Proceeds of ptiblic auction sales are 
made available to the owners after de- 
duction of port charges, taxes, storage 
fees, miscellaneous expenses and, with 
enforcement of the recent instructions, 
transportation costs from Khorram- 
shahr or Bandar Shahpur to Tehran, 
The latter expenses in most instances 
will cut deeply into sale proceeds. Other 
charges applied are relatively small. 

The owner of auctioned merchandise 
must initiate his claim for the net pro- 
ceeds within 1 year from the date of 
sale. This claim should be filed through 
an appointed local agent, such as a bank 
or shipping and forwarding company. 
Prior to expiration of the 8-month stor- 
age period, the owner should inform the 
Director General of Customs, Tehran, 
of his title to the goods and the name 
of the agent appointed to claim auction 
sale proceeds. This same appointed 
agent also may be charged with the 
task of having the rial proceeds con- 
verted to the desired foreign exchange. 


Extensions Permitted 


Under the Tariff Law, the 8-month 
storage limit may be prolonged upon 
presentation of proof to customs au- 
thorities that failure to clear the goods 
had been caused by exceptional circum- 
stances. The request for extension must 
be made in writing by the owner of the 
goods to the Director General of Cus- 
toms, and storage charges accrued to 
the date of the request must be paid. 
The extension may be granted for any 
length of time deemed appropriate by 
customs authorities. 

Goods which have been adanboned, 
usually as a result of nonpayment of a 
sight draft, also are subject to the di- 
rective. U._S. shippers owning aban- 
doned goods may reexport the goods 


through the banks holding merchandise 
documentation. At least 3 months may 
elapse between the time that reexport 
is requested and permission is granted 
for customs clearance at the port where 
the goods are stored. If the Iranian 
Government released any foreign ex- 
ehange for a particular shipment, re- 
export becomes very difficult and oc- 
casionally impossible—U. S. Embassy, 
Tehran, 





Canadian Parliament 
Passes Equal Pay Bill 


Legislation providing equal pay for 
women doing work which is “identical 
or substantially identical” to that done 
by men in industries whose labor rela- 
tions come under Federal jurisdiction 
was approved by the Canadian Parlia= 
ment in August. 


The legislation entitled “An Act to 
Promote Equal Pay for Female Work- 
ers” will benefit about 73,000 women 
employed in Government (Crown) cor- 
porations and in interprovincial enter- 
prises in the fields of transportation, 
communications, and banking. Enforce- 
ment of the Act, which provides maxi- 
mum penalties for violations, rests with 
Canada’s Minister of Labor. 

At the provincial level, five Provinces, 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Mani- 
toba, Ontario, and Nova Scotia, have 
equal pay legislation effective January 
1, 1957 covering some 842,000 of Can- 
ada’s 1,186,000 paid female workers.— 
U. S. Embassy, Ottawa. 


lron and Steel Control 
Office Opened in India 


A Regional Iron and Steel Control 
Office has been opened at Madras, India, 
under the Joint Chief of Controller of 
Imports and Exports. 

Functions of the office are to issue 
import licenses for pig iron and most 
kinds of iron and steel products; 
issue customs clearance permits relat- 
ing to import licenses issued by the new 
regional office; issue export licenses 
for scrap iron and steel shipped from 
a port within the office’s jurisdiction; 
handle correspondence on the distribu- 
tion of imported steel, after distribu- 
tion orders have been issued by the 
main office of the Iron and Steel Con- 
troller in Calcutta; and clear and ar- 
range for transportation of steel im- 
ported on Government account and 
under International Cooperation Ad- 
ministration projects. 

The Madras office will have under its 
contro] the States of Madras, Andhra, 
Hyderabad, Coorg, Mysore, Travancore- 
Cochin, and Pondicherry, 














FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Australian Government Enacts Legislation 
Making Export Credit Insurance Available 


Export credit insurance legislation 
has been enacted in Australia through 
the Export Payments Insurance Cor- 
poration Act of 1956, under which 
Australian exporters may secure-cover- 
age against certain foreign trade risks 
not insurable with private insurers. 

An Export Payments Insurance Cor- 
poration is to be established to run 
the program and generally to provide 
insurance against the risk of nonpay- 
ment in foreign trade. The specific 
risks to be covered are not enumerated 
in the Act but were stated by the Gov- 
ernment to include initially insolvency 
of oversea buyer; failure to pay within 


12 months of due date; inability of ~ 


oversea buyer to obtain foreign ex- 
change; imposition of new import con- 
trols in markets abroad; war, revolu- 
tion, or other hostilities in the oversea 
country; and any other cause of non- 
payment occurring outside Australia 
and beyond the control of the exporter. 


The maximum percentage of loss that 
may be insured is 85 percent, with 15 
percent to be borne by the exporter. 
The Corporation itself will not advance 
cash to exporters; however, banks prob- 
ably will be more willing to finance 
export transactions covered by credit 
insurance. 


Insurance will not be offered against 
fire, marine, and other risks normally 
insurable with private insurance com- 
panies; nor will insurance be sold 
against fluctuations in exchange rates, 
since protection against this risk is 
available to exporters through banks 
by means of forward trading in foreign 
exchange for future delivery. 

The initial capital of the Corporation, 
A£ 500,000, or US$1,120,000 is to be 
provided by the Government. The total 
contingent liability of the Corporation 
is limited by law to Af 25 million at 
any one time. ’ 

Premium rates are to be fixed by the 
Corporation in line with a general pol- 





Portugal Frees Trade Fair 
Ships From Certain Taxes 


Visiting foreign.vessels officially des- 
ignated as exposition ships are exempt 
on a reciprocal basis by the Portuguese 
Government from certain taxes and fees 
normally applicable on foreign ships 
calling at Portuguese ports, by decree 
law 40,730 of August 2, 1956. 

No explanation has been given for 
granting the special-privileges, but it 
is reported that the Portuguese Gov- 
ernment hopes that this treatment ac- 
corded to floating trade fairs calling at 
Portuguese ports, will facilitate the 
voyage planned next year of the Portu- 
guese trade fair ship, “Sao Vicente,” 
to Brazil and other countries, 


10 


icy that operations be on a nonprofit 
basis but selfsupporting. Exporters will 
not be required to insure all export 
transactions, but will be required to 
offer the Corporation an acceptable 
spread of total .business. 


In general, the new Australian sys- 
tem seems to be modeled on those of 
the other two Commonwealth countries 
offering export credit insurance facil- 
ities—the United Kingdom and Canada. 
Three other Commonwealth countries— 
South Africa, India, and New Zealand 
—are considering proposals for govern- 
mental export credit insurance; but 
these have not yet reached the legisla- 
tive stage. 


Two New lragi Bank 
Laws Go Into Effect 


Two news laws, Industrial Bank Law 
No. 87 and Agricultural Bank Law No, 
28, have been enacted by the Iraqi Gov- 
ernment. 


The Industrial Bank law, which be- 
came effective July 7, provided that the 
Industrial Bank’s authorized capital be 
increased from 3 million Iraqi dinars to 
8 million dinars (1 dinar=US$2.80); 
that capital and reserves be built up 
from profits; that national privileges be 
extended to other Arab countries on a 
reciprocal basis; and that a five-man 
board of directors be established. 


Under provisions of the Agricultural 
Bank Law, effective June 14, the Bank’s 
authorized capital is to be increased 
from 3 million dinars to 4 million 
dinars; a five-man board of directors 
will be established; a ceiling is to be 
fixed on loans to farmers; payment of 
25 percent of net profit to the State 
Treasury is authorized; and the scope 
of the Bank’s general activities is ex- 
tended. 

Law No. 12 of 1940 creating the In- 
dustrial Bank, and Law No. 18 of 1940 
and Ordinance No. 3 of 1955 are ‘re- 
placed by the respective new laws.— 
U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 

Copies of the new laws are available 
on loan from the Near Eastern and 
African Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. / 








Denmark Liberalizes Imports 


Of Dried Fruit From U.S. 


The Danish Government will permit 
imports of dried prunes, apricots, 
peaches, dates, and figs of U. S. origin 
beginning December 3, the Ministry of 
Commerce has announced. 

Licenses for such imports will be 
issued liberally on application by im- 
porters.—U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen, 


Iraqi Taxes Imposed for 
Water, Power, Streets 


A new Municipal Revenue Law No, 
84 providing additional revenue to im- 
prove streets and to supply drinking 


water and electricity was enacted by: 


the Iraqi Government and made effec. 
tive July 9. 

The law places additional taxes on 
cigarettes, tobacco, alcoholic beverages, 
matches, and soft drinks produced in 
Iraq, and on imported beer. Taxes were 
imposed for the first time on the estab- 
lishment of motion-picture theaters, 
amusement parks, circuses, race courses, 
cabarets, hotels, restaurants, snack bars, 
and coffeeshops. In addition, taxes on 
the operation of such places and minor 
municipal taxes were increased. by 

Taxation applicable to trades and pro- 
fessions. was changed from a monthly 
fixed tax to an annual rate ranging 
from 5 to 10 percent of the rental cost 
of premises occupied. 


The tax on outdoor advertisements 
was changed from .019 Iraqi dinar (1 
Iraqi dinar=US$2.80) per 25 square 
centimeters to .200 dinar per square 
meter. Also new taxes were imposed on 
advertisements through motion pictures, 
broadcasting stations, neon signs, and 
fluorescent lights—-U. S, Embassy, 
Baghdad) 


Copies of this law are available on 
loan from the Near Eastern and (Afri- 
can Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 





Burmese Government Sets 
Up Import, Export Office 


A new office, the Directorate of 
Imports and Exports, has been estab- 
lished in Rangoon, Burma, as of July 
18, under administrative control of the 
Ministry of Trade Development. 

The new office will have authority for 
the following actions: 

Issuance of bulk import licenses to 
registered firms for trade purposes; is- 
suance of import licenses for industry 
and mining purposes; issuance of non- 
trade import licenses for personal uses; 
issuance of permits involving no ex- 
change; issuance of export licenses and 
permits; amendment and correction of 
import and export licenses and permits, 
and revalidation and extension of their 
shipping periods; and issuance of tem- 
porary exemption certificates under the 
Registration (Importers and Exporters) 
Order of 1954. 





Ecuador’s 1955 banana exports set a 
new record of 26 million stems, com- 
pared with a postwar average of 3 mil- 
lion and only 2 million stems in the 
prewar’ period, according to the For- 
eign Agricultural Service. 
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United States Exports Rise Further; 
Imports Hold Peak Level 


Record total values were registered in U. S. foreign trade in the 
first 6 months of 1956, as the export uptrend gained pace and imports 
maintained a very high level through the half-year. 

Commercial exports, moreover, were larger in quantity than in 
all earlier semiannual periods except the first part of 1947 when im- 


mediate postwar needs were being sup- 
plied. Imports exceeded all previous 
levels in volume as well as in total 
value. 

These record trade levels stemmed 
principally from the sustained high 
rates of industrial activity here and 
abroad. Strong demands of other indus- 
trial countries for raw materials and 
capital goods provided the principal 
OOLPPP PPP EEE III EI II PPP PPP DP PPP PL PPP 

This article was prepared in the U. 8. 
Trade Statistics Section, International 
Economic Analysis Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. A second article 
reviewing the trade’s geographic pat- 
terns in January-June 1956 will appear 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Octo- 
ber 1. 

A more detailed statistical report on 
semiannual trade is presented in Total 
Export and Import Trade of the United 
States, June 1956, No. 56-32, Statistical 
Reports, Part 3 of World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 

The statistical data on merchandise 
exports and imports have been prepared 
from basic tabulations of the Bureau of 
the Census. 





support for the extended rise in U. S. 
foreign sales, while raw-material needs 
of industries in this country were a 
mainstay to the continued high volume 
of imports. Advances in foodstuffs also 
contributed important gains over export 
and import levels of the preceding half- 
year. Seasonal upswings and commod- 
ity-price increases, moreover, were re- 
flected in the high values of the recent 
trade. 


Exports Rise at Fast Pace 


Commercial exports, which started 
their latest major uptrend about 2 years 
ago, accelerated early in 1956 and 
mounted to extraordinarily high values 
in the months March-June. Compared 
with 2 years earlier, commercial exports 
in the first 6 months were up 30 per- 
cent in value and 25 percent in quantity, 
with prices of nonagricultural commod- 
ities somewhat higher. 

The commercial export rise to a total 
of $8.3 billion for the first half of the 
year, from $7.3 billion in the preceding 
6 months, reflected sizable increases in 
Shipments to every foreign region, in 
contrast to earlier gains which were 
much more heavily concentrated in 
Western Europe and Canada. Sales of 
agricultural products, which lagged 
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through the earlier part of the export 
uptrend, rose in about the. same propor- 
tion as those of nonagricultural com- 
modities, In both broad classes, the flow 
of goods from the United States to for- 
eign countries was nearly one-fifth 
larger in total value than in January- 
June 1955. 


January-June exports including grant- 
aid shipments of military equipment and 
supplies totaled $9.1 billion. Military 
exports under the Mutual Security 
Program, valued at $771 million, were 
somewhat larger than in either half of 
1955. 


The $6.3-billion total of imports 
exceeded January-June and July-Déecem- 
ber 1955 entries by 15 and 8 percent, 
respectively. The more recent gain 
mainly represented a continuation of 
the high level attained in the fourth 
quarter. and a slight rise, on the aver- 
age, in. unit values, The import trade, 
which is half or more in raw materials, 
went up steadily last year with the rise 
in U. S. manufacturing output and 
reached a peak—partly because of see- 
sonal advances—early in 1956. In the 
spring, purchases of some raw materials 
slackened and coffee receipts fell off, 
as usual. 


The acceleration in exports raised the 
merchandise trade balance froma semi- 
annual magnitude of $1.5 billion in 1955 


Raw materials imports and 
manufacturing output 
follow similar courses 
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to $2 billion, exclusive of military ship- 
ments. The rate of foreign accumulation 
of dollar reserves was, nevertheless, 
higher in the aggregate than last year, 
mainly as a result-of increased invest- 
ments of U. S. private capital abroad, 
particularly in Canada, 


Capital Goods Exports Expand 


The predominance of industrial goods 
in the growth of U. S. exports con- 
tinued into 1956, as advances in pro- 
ducers’ equipment and other capital 
goods became particularly marked, in 
contrast to previous heavier gains in 
nonagricultural crude materials. Com- 
pared with sales volumes a year earlier, 
however, the two broad groups of indus- 
trial goods expanded equally—by nearly 
one-fourth each, Together they ac- 
counted for over half, or $700 million, 
of the net overall addition to commercial 
exports, The remainder of the increase 
from the corresponhding period last year 


Table 1.—Semiannual Values of U. &. 
Exports, Imports, and Balance of 
Merchandise Trade 


{Millions of dollars] 


Excess of 
Exports, exports 
inciating’ General over 
Period reexports imports imports 
— military exports* 
_ ee NF Se cccaccaek 8,115 5,631 2,484 
F< eee ne 7659 «= «6,243 3416 
January-June ............ 7,704 5,240 2,464 
. a -December ......... 7,403 4,976 2,427 
January-June ............. 7,657 6,507 2,150 
gehgly-December at ,884 6,875 2,009 
January-June .........:... 9,114- 6,339 2,775 
cneeoee military exports* 
= anuary- a 6,147 5,631 516 
‘ am -December .......... 6,115 5,243 872 
January-June .............. 6,356 5,240 1,11 
wee -December ......... 6,495 4,976 1,51 
January-June .............7,032 5,507 1,525 
gee. -December ......... 7,253 5,875 1,378 
January-June oo... 8,348 6,339 2,004 
Milita exports are the Department of 


Defense shipments of grant-aid military 


equipment and supplies under the Mutual 
Security Program. 


was divided between foodstuffs, which 
were up about one-third, and a miscel- 
lany of manufactured products. 

Higher commodity prices have con- 
tributed. to the augmented export 
values, Unit values of manufacturers 
were, on the average,.5 percent above 
the first half of 1955, and those of coal 
and semimanufactured materials aver- 
aged about 14 percent more. Prices of 
foodstuffs, on the other hand, were 
reduced by 3 or 4 percent. 

Among capital goods of which export 
sales have increased recently, construc- 
tion, mining, and other industrial ma- 
chinery and trucks are prominent. 

«Construction and mining-machinery 
deliveries were in total value over 50 

















percent greater than those a year ago; 
other industrial machinery and trucks, 
about 26 percent more. These three 
classes alone provided one-fourth of the 
overall export gain from that period. 


Foreign sales of U. S. nonagricultural 
raw materials, mainly metals, fuels, and 
chemicals—which comprised a steadily 
increasing proportion of total exports 
from mid-1953 through 1955—have con- 
tinued to expand, but at a slower pace. 
January-June shipments of coal showed 
a moderate rise beyond the extraor- 
dinarily high volume exported in the 
Jatter part of 1955. Metal exports, after 
slackening toward the end of last year, 
renewed their upward movement as 
Canadian requirements of iron and steel 
and Japag’s purchases of scrap and of 
refined copper became larger. Markets 
for plastic materials, synthetic rubber, 
and industrial chemicals continued 
strong, showing steady growth since the 
middle of last year. 

Stable or increasing markets abroad 
have been evident this year for numer- 
ous other U. S. products. Shipments of 
passenger cars, petroleum products, and 
textile manufacturers held at about the 
same levels as in Jaguary-June 1955. 
Sizable gains were recorded in exports 
of many other manufactures—notably 


Table 2.—Leading Commodity Exports 
[Millions of dollars) 








1955 1956 
Commodity Jan.- July- Jan.- 
June Dec. June 

Total, U. 8. 
merchandise ........ 7, 589 7,825 9,035 

Excluding special category :' 
III, « cvvccitttnsinibeatsnecinnne ,560 1,637 1,861 
Nonagricultural ................... 5,084 6,220 6,049 
Agricultural: 

heat, including flour. 275 206 378 

Other grains and 
preparations .............0. 188 270 242 

Fats, oils and 
RE Cree 217 297 $22 

Raw cotton, excluding 
BI cissccicanancinetleicidivees 334 136 236 

Tobacco unnranu- 
factured —> 256 124 

Other agricultural ~ 
(mainiy foods) ...-... 445 73 559 

Nonagricultural: 

Machinery, total* . 1,404 1,419 1,746 
Electrical® ................ 319 323 372 
Construction, excavat- 

ing, mining, etc. .... 248 289 890 
Other industrial’ .. 535 558 669 

Automobiles, parts and 
BCCESSOTICS® ooo... ccccceseee 669 568 761 
Motortrucks and 

busses, new® ........... » oe 169 224 
Passenger cars, 
 & # tated ary 222 160 222 
Chemicals and related 
roducts? ..... 526 551 620 
emical specialties . « 189 206 237 

Iron and steel* ................. 380 06. 438 530 

Textile manufactures ... 317 298 315 

SIS ecthcentchanbininecniantbteaeses 193 292 310 

Metal manufactures .. 180 217 231 

Petroleum and 
products* ...... 2158 227 #217 

Nonferrous metals “and 7 
PerrealOys. ..i.....-cr<cer<..0e 171 146 200 

Other oa pened 1,028 1,063 1,130 

Bpecial category’ ............ 945 967 1,125 

Electrical apparatus .... 114 86 112 

7 Yn yo coe kaw. i 91 113 92 
reraft and other - aero 

category ............. 740 #4768 921 


Special category enune are those to which 
security restrictions apply as regards publica- 
tion of detailed statistics. 

Includes edible fats and oils of animal and 
vegetable origin, tallow, and other inedible 
animal greases and fats, expressed oils, and 
oilseeds. 

*Excludes special category exports. 

“Includes scrap. 
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automobile parts, tubular products, and 
other metal manufactures. 


Agricultural Exports Improve 


Agricultural exports have improved 
markedly in 1956 under more favorable 
economic conditions abroad and the 
stimulation of U. S. Government pro- 
grams for the sale of farm surpluses in 
exchange for foreign currencies. In the 
first half of 1956, sales of wheat, includ- 
ing flour, were 46 percent larger in 
quantity and $100 million higher in 
total value than in the like period last 
year. 


A value gain twice as large in the 
aggregate resulted from expanded ex- 
port volumes for other foodstuffs, in- 


Table 3.—teading Commodity Imports 
[Millions of dollars] 





1955 1956 
Commodity Jan.- July- Jan.- 
June Dec. June 
Total, U. S. imports 
for ponemps on ...... 5,478 . 857 6,230 
Agricultural sesssserseces 2,024 1,967 2,138 
Nonagricultural . 3,453 3,900 4,091 
Agricultural: 
Coffee ee ee 702 749 
Cane sugar ... ae 191 250 
Cocoa or cacao beans.......... 113 72 95 
Other foodstuffs 418 $81 406 
Crude rubber 212 230 225 
Wool, unmanufactured 136 125 144 
Othes agricultura, 266 256 269 
Nonagricultural 
Nonferrous metals and 
ferroalloys ............ a ee 838 827 
ESS 186 269 260 
Nickel ........... Laeenabdd 91 92 101 
Tin va &6 93 90 
Petroleum and products - 49% 530 614 
Crude petroleum ............ 303 352 390 
Paper and paper 
materials . 474 611 534 
0 a 298 315 336 
Textile manufactures ......... 271 314 317 
Machinery 143 135 185 
Sawmill products . in (SE 170 150 
Chemicals and related — 
products a oan 120 145 
Automobiles, aircraft, 
other vehicles and 
parts we 76 85 124 
Diamonds 105 112 122 
Fish, including shelifish . 100 114 113 
Iron ore paesenpee 
Iron and steel-mill _ 66 111 98 
ES eee 62 83 95 
Other nonagricultural ...... 683 777 767 


cluding coarse grains, refined vegetable 
oils, oranges, dairy products, and, to a 
smaller extent, most other food products 
as well. Tallow, crude vegetable oils, 
oilseeds, and tobacco were also exported 
in larger amounts than in the first half 
of 1955. Advances in these agricultural 
raw materials were largely offset, how- 
ever, by lower cotton sales. Cotton ex- 
ports recoveredg only part of the loss 
incurred in the second half of last year 
and persisted at a very low level. 


Imports in each major category of 
goods in the first 6 months were at or 
near peak volumes, generally maintain- 
ing the advanced levels attained late 
last year. Short-term trends by com- 
modity, however, varied considerably— 
in some instances reflecting seasonal 
changes. 


Raw-Material Prices Higher 


Raw materials accounted for half of 
the net addition since the first 6 months 
of 1955 to the total value if imports 
for consumption. Entries of. foreign 
materials for U. S. industry rose $380 


et 


million, or 13 percent, in total value, 
mainly because of higher prices as over. 
all quantity advanced only about 5 per. 
cent, Prices of rubber, all the non- 
ferrous metals, newsprint, iron ore, and 
fuel oil averaged higher than a year ago, 
Those of copper and rubber were up by 
roughly 35 and 20 percent, respectively, 
Rubber prices, however, have have been 
declining this year. 

The trends in semiannual quantities 
of raw materials imported were varied, 
Much larger quantities of iron ore and 
crude petroleum were obtained from 
Canada and the Latin American area 
than in January-June 1955. Wool, news- 
print, woodpulp, and lead also arrived in 
appreciably increased volume, 

Changes in the import volumes of non- 
ferrous metals other than lead, how- 
ever, were comparatively small. Pur- 
chases of rubber, contrasting sharply 
to the sustained high level of demand 
here for other raw materials, fell below 
those of January-June 1955, This de- 
crease reflected particularly the drop of 
rubber entries last May following the 
sizable cutback in automobile production 
here. 

U. S. purchases of foreign manufac- 
tured goods furnished a noteworthy 
exception to the leveling off tendencies 
characterizing imports since the turn of 
the year. This continued expansion was 
reflected in a one-eighth higher total 
value in January-June relative to July- 
December under comparatively stable 
prices. The greater part of this latest 
advance was explained by larger ptr- 
chases of machinery, aircraft, auto 
mobiles, and structural steel products, 

Heavy goods of these types had not 
figured significantly in the import ex- 
pansion from the first to the second 
half of 1955, which was featured rather 
by relatively large advances in textiles 
and a wide variety of other manufac- 
tured products. The net gain over the 
total value of manufacturers imported 
in January-June 1955 amounted to $260 
million, or 30 percent. 


Food Imports High in Volume 


Compared with raw materials ‘and 
manufactured goods, the value of food- 
stuffs imports rose only moderately, 
owing to falling prices of coffee and 
cocoa. The quantities of foodstuffs com- 
ing into this country were nevertheless 
at record peacetime levels. 

Purchases of coffee averaged 25 per- 
cent more in quantity but 10 percent 
less in unit value than in the first half 
of 1955, while 30 percent more cocoa 
was obtained for a smaller total ex- 
penditure, 

Sugar imports were 13 percent above 
those a year ago and surpassed the ex- 
tremely high volume of entries in the 
first half of 1954, 





Swiss imports of frozen poultry for 
the first half of 1956 rose to 736,900 
pounds, compared with 40,700 imported 
in the comparable period of 1955, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





NATO Plans Projects 
In Norway, Greece 


Two new projects, one in Norway and 
the other in Greece, have been opened 
to U. S. bidders under the international 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, has reported. 

The project in Norway calls for de- 
livery of 8,000 meters of 10-, 8-, 6-, 5-, 
and 4-inch cast-iron pipe with screw 
joints, valves, and other appurtenances 
for a water supply and sewerage plant 
near Bergen. Applications to bid on 
this work should reach Forsvarets, 
Anleggsdirektorat (FAD), Norwegian 
Military Defense Construction Direc- 
torate, Parkveien 68, Oslo, by Septem- 
ber 24. A statement of the legal and 
financial status of the firm should ac- 
company the application. 

The Greek project calls for improve- 
ment and extension of electric power 
grid at Salamis naval base. Technical 
data for execution of the project must 
be submitted by interested firms to the 
Public Works Department of the Greek 
Navy General Staff, Ministry of Na- 
tional Defense, 2 Paparrigopoulou 
Street, Athens, by October 20. Copies 
ef the call for bids in Greek and Eng- 
lish, general terms in English, special 
terms, drawings, and bid form in Greek, 
are available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational competitive bidding pro- 
gram is available on request from the 
Trade Development Division. 





Viet-Nam Invites Bids 
For Vessel Salvage 


Bids for the raising or salvaging 
of ships or parts of vessels sunk 
in the territorial waters of Viet- 
Nam, are invited until January 1, 
1957, by the Secretary of State 
for Public Works and Communica- 
tions, Saigon. 

The sunken vessels, divided into 
7 groups according to their loca- 
tions, total 99. The contractor may 
offer bids for one or more lots 
but must make a separate offer 
for each lot. 


A copy of the bidding document 
and additional information will be 
available on request from the Em- 
bassy of Viet-Nam, 2251 R Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 
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Governments in Seven Countries Invite 
Bids on Variety of Equipment, Materials 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. sup- 
pliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of Fer- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., as in- 
dicated by symbol (*). 


Burma: 


Construction of steel twin-screw 
motor salvage tug and steel single-screw 
motor pilot vessel; bids invited until 
December 8 by the Chairman, Board of 
Management for the Port of Rangoon, 
Post Box No. 1, Rangoon. 

Tender documents, consisting of speci- 
fications, drawings, and forms of con- 
tract, may be obtained from the board 
of management for 100 kyats (1 kyat= 
approximately US$0.21), or from Ogilvy 
Gillanders & Co., Ltd., King William 
House, 2a, Eastcheap, London E.C, 3, 
for £8 (1£=US$2.80) a set.* 

Ceylon: 

Supply of 1,200 dozen tubes emetine 
hydrochloride, 5 million tablets diethyl- 
carbamazini citrus acidus, 100,000 am- 
pules ergometrin, 600,000 ampules 
sterile distilled water for injection, 
350,000 ampules dextrose injection, 600 
ampules injection heparin, 1,000 vials in- 
jection cortone, 30,000 vials liver ex- 
tract, 48,000 bottles liquid dextrose, 
30,000 tubes ethyl chloride, 6,000 bottles 
blood plasma substitute, 24,000 bottles 
sterile dextrose solution; bids invited 
until October 2 by the Chairman, Ten- 
der Board, Ministry of Health, P. O. Box 
500, Colombo.* 

Supply of floating timber fenders at 
alongside berths: 193 fenders of Co- 
lumbian pine, Douglas fir, or Oregon 
pire, 28 feet long, 2 feet square, built 
up in units of four 12-inch x 12-inch logs, 
each 28 feet long, complete with chains 
and shackles; minimum compressive 
strength across grain to be 3.34 tons 
per square inch; timber to be die square, 
straight, free from defective knots, heart 
shakes, and sap, with hearts in center 
of logs through entire lengths as far as 
possible. 

Timber should be pressure im- 
pregnated with 100 percent creosote 
with a minimum retention of 12 pounds 
creosote per cubic foot of timber; weight 
after creosoting not to exceed 54 pounds 
per cubic foot. Bids should be submitted 
as soon as possible to the Embassy of 
Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C., for transmittal to the 
Port Commissioner, Ministry of Trans- 
port and Works, P. O, Box 547, Co- 
lombo. 


A copy of the harbor engineer’s plan 
No. 8867, having to do with the specifi- 
cations, is available for reference at the 
Ceylon Embassy. 

Supply of 4,000 gallons liquid am- 
monium acetate, 5,000 gallons liquid 
cresol, 100 hundredweight glycerin, ~10 
million tablets multivitamin tablets, 2.5 
million 50-mg. tablets ascorbic acid, 
5,000 gallons medicinal castor oil, 60,000 
pounds oleum terebinth, 1,600 gallons 
glycyrrh extract; bids invited until Oc- 
tober 2 by the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Health, P. O., Box“No. 500, 
Colombo.* 


Greece: 


Steel pipes, approximate value $260,- 
000; bids invited until September 28 by 
the Greek Water Co., Purchasing De- 
partment, 4 Kolokotroni Street, Athens, 
Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders may be obtained 
from the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 1028 Connecticut Avenue NW., 
Washington, D. C.* 


Honduras: 


Supply of road maintenance equip- 
ment desired by the Ministry of Fo- 
mento, Tegucigalpa, in connection with 
a road maintenance program financed 
by a World Bank loan to Honduras 
amounting to $4.2 million, as follows: 

Thirteen loaders, 1-cu.-yd. capacity, 
specification No. ER 3; 4 mechanics 

(Continued on page 15) 


French Glue Firm 


Wants License 


Societe des Produits Chimiques Solor, 
a well-established French manufacturer 
of industrial glues and cleansing and 
abrasive products, wishes to be licensed 
by a U. S. firm for the manufacture of 
industrial glues and cleansing products. 

The firm’s annual production com- 
prises 200 tons of industrial glues and 
20 tons of cleansing products, although 
factory facilities and production ca- 
pacity approximate 400 tons of glues 
and 60 tons of cleansing products. A 
licensing arrangement with VU. S. firms 
for the utilization of this excess capacity 
is desired. 

Details of the French firm’s produc- 
tion capabilities and the types of prod- 
ucts sought may be obtained, upon re- 
quest from the company, 22 Blvd. Na- 
tional, Marseille, France. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Societe des Produits Chimiques Solor 
is available to qualified U. S. companies 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 
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Spanish Firms Seek Collaboration 


Capital, technical assistance, and 
patents and processes under terms of a 
licensing agreement are sought from 
U. S. manufacturers by a pharmaceuti- 
cal and veterinary products producer, 
and a manufacturer of refrigeration 
parts, a miller of combed wool and op- 
erator of an inter-city transport system, 
in Madrid, Bilboa, and Bejar respec- 
tively: 

Laboratorios Farmacologicos Mese- 
guer, S.L., a manufacturer and whole- 
salers of pharmaceuticals and veterinary 
preparations, is interested in the de- 
velopment of new and related products 
in cooperation with a U. S. manufac- 
turer, through direct investment by the 
U. S. firm, an interchange of technical 
information, or a licensing agreement 
for production of U. S. patented prod- 
ucts in Spain. 

The Spanish company reportedly 
specializes in basic pharmaceuticals for 
prescription by physicians, and in vet- 
erinary medicines. A resume of the firm’s 
proposal is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
a, ©, C. 

Interested parties also may corre- 
spond direct with Salvador Meseguer 
Aparicio, president of the company, at 
Lerida 30, Madrid. 

Suministros Frigorificos, Ltda., manu- 
facturer of refrigeration units, parts, 
and gas, at Avenida Reyes Catolicos 3, 
Bilboa, is interested in obtaining U. S. 
licenses for the production in Spain of 
any of several variations of dichlore- 
difluorg-methane refrigerant gas. These 
gases are known im the United States 
under the trade names of Freon, Gene- 
tron, and Isotron. 

In addition to a licensing arrange- 
ment, the firm is interested in technical 
advice on the construction of the plant 
and has indicated that it would be will- 
ing to hire the services of a technical 
adviser from the U. S. licensor to assist 
in mounting the plant. According to the 
company, necessary raw materials for 
the production of the gas are readily 
available in Spain in unlimited quanti- 
ties. 

A copy of this proposal also is avail- 
able for review on loan from BFC’s In- 
vestment Development Division. 

Luis Rodriguez Sanchez, a businessman 
at Carretera de Salamanca 3, Bejar has 
requested assistance in obtaining private 
capital from the United States to in- 
crease the facilities and expand the op- 
erations of two enterprises under his 
ownership. 

Approximately US$237,000 is required 
to enlarge present facilities of a mill 
for the scouring and combing of raw 
wool. The proposed increases would 
permit a production of 7 metric tons 
of scoured wool and 2 metric tons of 
combed wool a day. 
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Sr. Rodriguez also wishes to increase 
his transport organization, which now 
employs a fleet of 8 trucks. The organi- 
zation is said to represent an invest- 
ment of 7 million pesetas (38.95 pese- 
tas=US$1, official free-market rate). 
Additional capital of approximately 
US$175,000 is required to purchase new 
trucks and materials for expansion of 
the line between Plasencia, Bejar, and 
Barcelona for Which a concession appli- 
cation is pending. 

Supplemental data on both of the pro- 
posals of Sr. Rodriquez are available 
upon request from the Investment De- 
velopment Division. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
three Spanish firms are available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1 
each, 


Indian Leather Belt 
Maker Seeks Capital 


U. S. capital, machinery, and tech- 
nical assistance up to 49 percent of the 
total investment is desired by the Na- 
tional Tannery Co., Ltd., of Calcutta, for 
the production of leather belting and 
picking bands. 

The firm proposes a project for the 
manufacture of 240 tons of finished 
leather belting a year and 40 tons of 
finished picking band strips a year. De- 
mand for leather belting is said by the 
company to approximate 500 tons an- 
nually while production in India 
amounts to no more than 60 tons. 

Raw materials, power, transport, and 
labor reportedly are plentiful, and ac- 
cording to the firm, the project has 
been approved by the Indian Govern- 
ment under its second Five-Year Plan. 

A copy of the firm’s proposal is avail- 
able for review on loan from the In- 
vestment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. For detailed information, in- 
terested firms also may communicate 
with the National Tannery Co., Mer- 
cantile Building, Lallbazar Street, Cal- 
cutta. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the company is available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division for $1. 


Bombay Extends Deadline 


Opening date for bids in connection 
with studying and advising on the pro- 
posal for an electric underground rail- 
way system in Bombay has been ex- 
tended to November 30, by the Bombay 
Electric Supply and Transport Under- 
taking (BEST). 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, August 13, 1956, 
page 11. 








Licensing Proposals 
In Sweden Reported 


Licensing opportunities in Sweden, 
developed through U. S. Trade Mission 
interviews with businessmen, have been 
reported to the Bureau of Foreign Com. 
merce as follows: . 

Gosta Blomquist, of the firm AB 
Sterner Blomquist, N. Grangesbergsga- 
tan 28-30, Malmo, has requested as. 


sistance in obtaining a licensing ar~. 


rangement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture in Sweden of machine 
tools and automobile parts. 


The firm reportedly has a modern 
machine shop with lathe capacity to 
12 inches which can hold tolerances to 
0.0005 inch. The plant, with recently 
expanded facilities, has approximately 
1,200 man-hours weekly in excess of 
present output. 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the firm. 


‘Erik Rehnstrom, president of Allan 
Rehnstrom & Co., Gavle, manufacturer 
of technical equipment and pumps, also 
has expressed an interest in a licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture of patented fools, instru- 
ments, pumps, etc., to which its facili- 
ties can be adapted. 

Details of the Swedish firm’s opera- 
tions and requirements are available 
upon request to Mr. Rehnstrom. 





Finnish Wholesalers 
Visit U.S. 


Fifteen wholesalers from Fin- 
land, headed by an official of fa 
Finnish wholesale association, are 
in the United States consulting 
with their counterparts here. They 
represent such diverse fields as 
groceries, bakery goods, textiles, 
jewelry, hosiery, furnishings, 
clothing, and leather. 

Arriving in Washington Septem- 
ber ‘12, the group was briefed— 
by U. S. Department of Commerce 
officials—on world trade, distri- 
bution, and the national economy, 

Separated into food and nonfood 
groups, the Finns are scheduled to 
visit wholesale associations and in- 
stallations in New York, Philadel- 
phia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, Minne- 
apolis, San Francisco, Oakland, 
Los Angeles, Louisviile, St. Louis, 
Chicago, and Detroit, returring to 
Finland October 17. 

The group’s itinerary may be 
obtained from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Governments in... 
(Continued from page 13) 

truck with special body, ER 5; 36 3-cu.- 
yd, power dump-truck, ER 7; 18 12-ft, 
motor grader (tandem), ER 8; 5 trac- 
tors with angle dozer, ER 10; 3 small 
sedans, ER 24; 15 station wagons, 4- 
wheel drive, ER 25; 22 %-ton pickup, 
4-wheel drive, ER 26; 3 142-ton cargo 
trucks, ER 27; 2 survey trucks, 4 wheel 
drive, ER 28; 2 oil-tank trucks, ER 29; 


Four trailer tilt beds, ER 30; 9 asphalt 
kettles, ER 31; 4 pneumatic rollers, ER 
33; 1 portable aggregate plant, ER 34; 
2 oil-distributor trailers, ER 36; 2 truck 
shovels, % cu. yd. ER 38; 4 trailer- 
lubrication units, ER 39; 2 water-tank 
trucks, ER 40; 1 asphalt 3-in. pump, ER 
41; 1 2-unit aggregate plant, ER 42. 

U. S. firms should indicate their in- 
terest in supplying any of these items 
by October 1 to the Ministry of Fo- 
mento, which will make available the 
technical information and detailed spec- 
ifications which apply.* 

India: 

Supply of line materials, 35 miles, for 
the Villivakkam-Chingleput 110-kilovolt 
double-circuit line (one circuit strung 
initially), bid deadline October 4; 84 
miles of line for Salem-Attur 110-kilo- 
volt single-circuit line, deadline Decem- 
ber 4; bids invited by the Superintend- 
ing Engineer, Technical (Electrical), 
Electricity Department, Government of 
Madras, 157 -Mount Road, Madras 2. 

Copies of specification E.321 with 
drawings and schedules may be pur- 
chased for $6.30—plus 10 cents sales tax 
—a copy paid to the Reserve Bank of 
India, submitting the receipt to the 
Electricity Department. 

Supply of outdoor and indoor switch- 
gear for substations in the Madras elec- 
tricity system; bid deadline October 22. 
Copies of specification E.316 may be 
purchased for $4.20—plus 6 cents sales 
tax—a copy, remitted into the Reserve 
Bank of India, submitting the receipt 
to the Electricity Department. 

Supply of diesel-powered earth-mov- 
ing equipment: 4 scrapers, 2 crawl- 
er/tractors, 1 angle dozer and ripper 
attachment, four dumpers of 20 cubic 
yards heaped capacity, 1 convey type 
belt loader, and 2 mobile overloaders on 
pneumatic wheels; bids invited until 
October 1 by the Stores Purchase Com- 
mittee, Asiatic Buildings, Kempegowda 
Road, Bangalore-2, South India.* 

Supply of about 2 million mild-steel 
bearing plates to Indian Railway Stand- 
ards specifications; bids invited until 
October 16 by the Directorate General 
of Supplies and Disposals, Shahjahan 
Road, New Delhi. Tender sets may be 
obtained from the India Supply Mission, 
2536 Massachusetts Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington 8, D. C., for $2.10 each, 


Iran: 


Laboratory glassware and related 
parts for the preparation of artificial 
serum: 25,000 flasks, 500,000 stoppers, 


September 24, 1956 


Trade Leads in Yugoslavia Cited: 


Yugoslav products.in substantial quan- 
tities are being offered for export, the 
U. S. Trade Mission to that country re- 


The first of the opportunities de- 
veloped by the mission, in Yugoslavia 
in connection with the Zagreb Interfia- 
tional Trade Fair September 7-20, are 
presented below. 


Copper Products: 


Invest—Import (exporter), Terazije 5, 
Belgrade, is seeking a U. S. agent to 
handle copper wire and cable for tele- 
phone transmission. 

Jugoelktro (exporter), Knez Mihaj- 
lova 33, Belgrade, wants a U. S. repre- 
sentative to handle copper wire and 
cable, and electric motors from % to 
250 hp. Detailed information available 
,from firm. 


Glass: 

Hempro (exporter), P. O. Box 22, Bel- 
grade, seeks exclusive U. S. agent to 
handle cut glassware and window glass. 


Catalogs and price lists will’ be supplied 
by the firm upon request. 


Leather Goods: 


Centrotekstil (manufacturer), Knez 
Mihajlova 1-3, Belgrade, desires to con- 
tact U. S. manufacturers interested in 
assisting in developing new methods, 
ideas, designs, and general know-how 
for a full line of ladies leather purses, 
wallets, suitcases, and other leather 





500,000 caps, 500,000 glass tubes, and 
500,000 suspension collars; bids in the 
form of pro forma invoices in, four 
copies, quotations c.i.f. Khorramshahr, 
invited until October 15 by the Pasteur 
Institute of Iran, Tehran.* 

Drugs in 17 categories and surgical 
equipment and drug-making machines; 
bids invited by the Workers Social In- 
surance Organization, Simetri Avenue, 
Tehran.* 


Fire-fighting hose, 1,000 meters; bids 
invited until 10 a.m. October 16 by 
the Iranian Tobacco Monopoly Institute, 
Tehran; specifications and other details 
available at the Iranian Embassy, 3005 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C, 


Mauritius: 


Supply of 15,000 long tons of coal 
similar to the type found in South Wit- 
bank, Transvaal, South Africa: Bitumi- 
nous, with calorific value of 10,800 to 
12,000 &.T.U. a pound, ash content aver- 
aging 12 percent, volatile matter 28 to 
32 percent, fixed carbon from 48 to 63 
percent. Bids invited until October 3 
by the Accountant General, Port Louis, 
Mauritius. 

An analysis of the coal offered should 
be provided, and quotations should be 
c.i.f. Mauritius, referring tg the Ac- 
countant General's telegram’ No. 135 
dated September 5. 


goods of pigskin and calfskin, Sugges-. 
tions are invited by the firm as to type 
of arrangement, 


Machinery: : 

Jugotehna (exporter), Knez Mihajlova 
1, Belgrade, seeks a U. S, representative 
to handle conveyors, compressors, light 
woodworking. machines, Offers agency 
on a regional basis or for the entire 
United States. Literature available, 
upon request, from the firm, 


Ship Rigging: 

Vulcan, Tvornica Dizalica i Ljevaonica 
(manufacturer), Janka Polic Kamova 
103, Rijeka, seeks agent in the United 
States for ship rigging equipment of 
all kinds including anchor windlassés, 
cranes, cargo winches up to 8 tons, 
mooring winches, and building hoists. 
Literature available from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 





London Manufacturer 
Seeks U. S. Patents 


The Projectile & Engineering Co., 
Ltd., Thesally Road, London, S. W. 8, 
manufacturer of chassis frames, axel 
casings, and pressed metal assemblies 
for the automobile industry, wishes to 
obtain U. S. patents, processes, and 
technical know-how for the manufac- 
turesin England of pressed metal prod- 
ucts. 

The company seeks a licensing agree- 
ment with a U. S. firm for products 
which will utilize power presses rang- 
ing from 25 tons to 2,600 tons, and 
which will require some additional weld- 
ing fabrication, assembly, and finishing, 
either in continuous or mass produc- 
tion. 

The engineering company reportedly 
is most experienced in the manufacture 
of components in steel ranging from 
one-sixteenth to three-eights of an inch 
in thickness. 

An illustrated brochure describing 
the firm and some of its products is 
available for review on loan from the 
Investment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D.C 


A current World Trade Directory on 
the company is in preparation and 
should be available soon to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division for $1. 





Pakistan’s 1955-56 cotton crop will 
reach approximately 1.43 million bales 
of 500 pounds gross, according to pri- 
vate estimates reported by the Foreign 
Agricultural Service. 

This estimate represents a 10-percent 
increase over the 1954-55 crop of 13 
million bales. 
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English Firm Wants 
Working Agreement 


An old established, internationally 
known British public engineering com- 
pany with 5,000 employees is interested 
in a working agreement or licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. manufacturer 
for the production in England of light- 
engineering products. 

The company, whose name is with- 
held here by request, is said to have 
well-equipped manufacturing facilities 
which include conventional presses of 
up to 300-ton capacity, together with 
a number of heavy-duty and special- 
purpose presses; polishing and plating 
equipment; complete machine shops 
with modern lathes, boring machines, 
grinders, etc.; plastic injection and com- 
pression molding machines; spot weld- 
ing equipment; and other facilities. 

The company also maintains a com- 
plete research and development depart- 
ment for the testing and introduction 
of new products. 


Firms interested in more detailed 
information are invited to submit their 
requests to the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 





Saudi Arabian Contractor 
Wants U. S. Associate 


A. F. Zaky Hosny, an Egyptian” im- 
porting and general contracting firm in 
Jidda, is interested in obtaining an 
American engineering associate to as- 
sist him in executing forthcoming gov- 
ernment contracts he hopes to get. 

One project on which Mr. Hosny ex- 
pects to bid is construction of the 
*Arafat-Taif road having a stretch of 6 
or 7 kilometers going through an area 
forbidden to non-Moslems (see bid in- 
vitation on this page). Another road 
building project under study is the 
Riyadh-Taif stretch of the Trans-Arab- 
ian Highway, some 800 kilometers long. 

Firms interested in associating on 
these projects, or in an agency arrange- 
ment, are invited to write Mr. Hosny, 
P. O. Box 260, Jidda, Saudi Arabia. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Mr. Hosny’s company may be obtained 
by qualified U. S. firms for $1 from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 


= of Commerce, Washington 25, 





Spain’s olive-oll exports for the first 
4 months of this year were 29,579 short 
tons, compared with a total of 39,358 
tons for the whole of 1955, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 

Principal customers for January-April 
exports were the United States, 21,957 
tons; Cuba, 2,342 tons; Brazil, 1,104 
tons; and the United Kingdom, 704 tons. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States.~ While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division, or through the 
Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevailing 
laws and regulations in this country and 
abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able when indicated by symbol (*). 
Firms domiciled in the United States 
may obtain this material on loan from 
the Trade Opportunity Section, Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Bronzeware!: 


Thailand—S. Samran Thailand (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 377/1 
Petchaburi Road,- Bangkok, wishes to 
export direct or through agent over 
10,000 pieces monthly of high-quality 
bronzeware, including bowls and trays, 
and all types of tableware such as vari- 
ous types of spoons, forks, knives, ladles, 
servers, etc. Tableware reportedly is 
tempered for fine cutting and durability 
with horn handles. Price list available 
for tableware.* 

Thailand—Ubaida Trading Co. (im- 
porter, wholesaler of thrown and raw 
silk; manufacturer, exporter of hand- 
loomed silk, handforged bronzeware, 
niello jewelry, and carved woods), 88 
Behind Charoen Pol Market, Rama I 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to export direct 
5,000 to 10,000 pieces monthly of high- 
quality handforged bronze tableware in- 
cluding forks, spoons, knives, and some 
other items. 

Brushes: 


Sweden—A/B M. Larsson (manufac- 
turer), Onslunda, seeks U. S. distributor 
for general line of brushes, including 
paint brushes and rubber-backed brush 
attachment for water hose for cleaning 
automobiles. 


Chemicals: 


Monaca, Principality of—THERAMEX 
(manufacturer of pharmaceutical prod- 





— 


ucts), rue Sainte Suzanne, Monaco, 
wishes to export direct large quantities. 
of pure oxypinocamphone (active factor 
of products of oxidation of turpentine 
oil). 


Clothespins: 


Sweden — Halsingborgs Klamfabrik, 
Halsingborg, seeks U. S. distributor for 
10,000 gross monthly of hardwood spring 
clothespins. 


Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

India—Hira. Lal & Son (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), 20 East 
Park Area, Karolbagh, New Delhi 5, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
Indian handicrafts including brass art 
wares, ivory carvings, silver filigree 
work, handloom piece goods, and ladies’ 
handbags, belts, and footwear. Current 
World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

Japan—Meikodo Co., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer), 275 Funairi Hon-machi, Hiroshi- 
ma, wishes to export direct ornamental 
pins with imitation pearls or glass for 
hats, lapels, or shirts. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


Cutlery: 


Germany—Fritz Bunse, Maschinenfab- 
rik (manufacturer, exporter), @ Kipp- 
shuette, Remscheid, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent large quantities 
of circular meat slicing knives, also for 
bread cutting machines, according to 
buyers’ own design and specifications. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet in 
German available.* 

Japan—Sakane & Co. (Sakane Shoten, 
Yugen Kaisha) (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter abrasives and shears), 
No. 31 Mukoyanagihara-cho 2-chome, 





Saudi Arabia Asks Bids 
On Road Construction 


International bids are invited 
until February 1, 1957, by the 
Ministry of Communications, Jid- 
da, for the construction and pav- 
ing of the ’Arafat-Taif road, 71 
kilometers long through rough 
mountainous terrain, involving 
tunneling and bridges. 

As about 6 kilometers of the 
road are to pass through territory 
forbidden to non-Moslems, a Chris- 
tian contractor would have to sub- 
contract this section of the route 
to a Moslem firm. 

Booklets containing specifica- 
tions may be obtained from the 
Department of Roads and Bridges 
in Jidda, or from the Saudi Arab- 
ian Embassy, 2800 Woodland Drive 
NW., Washington, D; C., for 600 
riyals (3.75 riyals=US$1). The 
firm submitting the second best 
bid will be awarded 50,000 riyals. 
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Asakusa, Daito-ku, Tokyo, wishes to 
export direct 3,000 pairs monthly of 
plastic covered pinking shears with cut- 


ting edge of finest steel. Leaflet and 
sample available.* 


Garden Tools: 


Sweden—Lindhes Partiaffar (manu- 
facturer), Malmo, seeks U. S. distributor 
for dispenser—operating through garden 
hose—of liquid lawn fertilizer; factory 
capacity, 4,000 weekly, 

Instruments: 

Japan—Nissin Trading Co., Ltd. (Nis- 
shin Boeki K.K.) (export merchant), 
No. 18 Marunouchi 2-chome, Chiyoda- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent engineers’ computing in- 
struments—a sliding disk scale—pocket- 
size, made of duralumin and viny] plates. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Jewelry: 


Thailand—Ubaida Trading Co. (im- 
porter, wholesaler of thrown and raw 
silk; manufacturer, exporter of hand- 
loomed silk, handforged bronzeware, 
niello jewelry, and carved woods), 88 
Behind Charoen Pol Market, Rama I 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to export direct 
5,000 monthly of high-quality niello 
jewelry including bracelets, necklaces, 
pins, brooches, earrings, etc. 


Lamps and Stoves: 


Germany — AIDA Gesellschaft fuer 
Beleuchtung u. Heizung mbH (export- 
er), 172 Westiger Strasse, Altena/Westf., 
wishes to export direct large quantities 
of kerosene pressure lamps and stoves. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflets avail- 
able.* 


Machinery and Equipment: 

Germany—Friedrich W. Kosfeld, Mas- 
chinenfabrik (manufacturer, exporter of 
automatic machines for nut deburring, 
nut tapping, socket milling and tapping, 
tubular parts machining, and other spe- 
cialized machinery), 15-17 Am Dreis- 
berg, Brackwede i. W., wishes to export 
direct or through agent automatic nut 
tapping machines. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 


Netherlands—Hovers Constructie N.V. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 10 Lovense- 
straat, Tilburg, wishes to export direct 
or through regional agents heavy earth- 
moving equipment, roadbuilding ma- 
chines, and milling equipment including 
excavators, road rollers, mobile cranes, 
mining locomotives, mining wagons, and 
multibucket excavators. 


Paint: 


Belgium—J. G. de Coninck & Fils S.A. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of 
paints, enamels, and varnishes for ma- 
rine, construction, and other industries), 
1, avenue de l’Avenir, Merxem-Anvers, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
anticorrosive paint under the brand 
Catano. Testimonials and results from 
testing laboratories available.* 


September 24, 1956 





Argentina Offers 
Mica for Sale 


The Argentine Ministry of Trade 
and Industry offers for export 
sale 300 metric tons of punch mica 

_ of inferior quality, 

Tenders are invited until Octo- 
ber 31 by the Subgerencia de Mi- 
neria, Avenida Roque Saenz Pena 
680, 7° piso, Buenos Aires. 

A copy of the terms and bid con- 
ditions, in Spanish, is available for 
review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 











Pharmaceuticals: 


Sweden—F. Ahlgrens Tekniska Fab- 
rik AB. (importer of raw materials for 
own use; manufacturer, exporter of 
cough drops, confectionery, shoe pol- 
ishes, toilet preparations, deodorants, 
and chemotechnical articles), 28 N. 
Skepparegatan, Gavle, seeks U. S. drug 
distributor for New York and Atlantic 
seaboard area for high-quality cough 
drops. 


Plumbing Equipment: 


France — Etablissements C. Griffon 
(manufacturer, wholesaler of heating 
appliances and plumbing materials), 11 
rue Victor Duchamp, St-Etienne, Loire, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
hydropneumatic flushing systems for 
lavatories. Production, 200 monthly. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Stationery: 


Denmark — Axel E. Aamodt’s Eftf. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
18 Kongens Nytorv, Copenhagen, wishes 
to export direct—but prefers regional 
agents in New York, Chicago, and San 
Francisco areas—unlimited quantities 
of high-quality Christmas cards, birth- 
day, and other greeting cards; also let- 
terhead paper in four-color steel print 
according to specifications. 

Sweden—AB Sture Ljungdahl & Co. 
(manufacturer of envelopes, paper bags, 
etc.), Nybro, wishes to export through 
regional agents, except in New York 
and nearby states, airmail envelopes, 


Tents: 


Sweden — Aktiebolaget Isacsson & 
Lyckes Segelmakeri (Impregnerings-och 
Presenningsfabrik) (importer of sail 
ctoth; manufacturer of tarpaulins, sails, 
and stable camping tents), Oscarsgatan, 
Goteborg, wishes to export direct or 
through agent high-quality Swedish 
manufactured stable camping tents 
without ropes. Illustrated and descrip- 
tive leaflet available.* 


Textiles: 
Thailand—Ubaida Trading Co. (im- 


porter, wholesaler of thrown and raw 
silk; manufacturer, exporter of hand- 
loomed silk, handforged bronzeware, 
niello jewelry, and carved woods), 88 
Behind Charoen Pol Market, Rama I 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to export direct 
1,000. to 3,000 yards monthly of high- 
quality handloomed silk in solid and 
plaid colors, all yarn dyed for decorative 
and drapery purposes, About 20 or more 
bolts of silk of different colors report- 
edly are now available. Approximate 
bolt length 30-40 yds.; width 40 in. 


Tools: 


Sweden—Lindhes Partiaffar, Malmo, 
seeks U. S. distributor for heavy wire 
cutters and wire clamps; also, end stop- 
pers. é 

Sweden—John Nilsson (manufactur- 
er), Norregatan 20, Svedala, wishes to 
export pilot counterboring tool in sizes 
from 20 mm. to 65 mm., also can be 
made in standard sizes; Morse taper 
shank, cutter blade easily removed for 
sharpening. : 


Toys and Games: 


Sweden — Halsingborgs (Klamfabrik, 
Halsingborg, seeks U. S. distributor for 
10,000 to 20,000 monthly of jigsaw 
puzzles. 

Sweden—Sture Persson (manufactur- 
er), Paradiset, Partille, seeks a U. S. 
sales representative on exclusive basis 
for engineering model kits described as 
a complete kit of widely varied mechan- 
ical parts for use in assembling working 
models, in miniature, of all types of 
mechanical and construction subjects— 
large set $120, small hobby set $6—plus 
parts as units. 


Umbrellas: 


Australia—Phillips & House (import- 
er umbrella materials and parts; manu- 
facturer, wholesaler all types of um- 
brellas), 111 Union St., North Sydney, 
wishes to export direct up to 5,000 of 
various grades or qualities of beach and 
garden umbrellas of 4'6” spread to 8’ 
spread, with steel ribs, wooden poles, 
polished or plated fittings; plain, striped, 
or motif design in bright cloth covers. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet with 
price list available.* 


Wood Products: 
Sweden—Handelsfirman Lentix (man- 
ufacturer), Kalmar, wishes to export 


through regional agents, except New 
York area, wood dowel pins for furni- 


’ ture, handles for small tools, and wood 


toothpicks in bulk or boxed. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Equipment and Acces- 
sories: 

Thailand—The Animal Development 
Co., Ltd. (importer, wholesale distribu- 
tor of poultry supplies, medicines, books, 
and magazines, hatching eggs, and live- 
stock}, 160 Thai Niyom Bldg., Samyod, 
Mahachai Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 








Syria Plans Study 
Of Salt Mines 


The Ministry of Finance, Da- 
mascus, wishes to make a techni- 
cal study of Syrian salt mines, in 
order to find the best ways of de- 
veloping them. 


Packaging techniques, the feasi- 
bility of establishing a factory for 
the refinement and purification of 
salt, and the like are to be con- 
sidered. 

The Ministry of Finance would 
like to hear from firms most qual- 
ified to make studies of this na- 
ture. Interested companies may 
wish to correspond direct with the 
Ministry. 











purchase direct agricultural implements 
of all types. 


Chemicals: 


Japan—Iwaki and Co., Ltd. (Iwaki 
Shoten, K.K.) (importing distributor), 
1 Honcho 4-chome, Nihonbashi, Chuo- 
ku, Tokyo, wishes to purchase direct 
about 3,000 grams of gallstone in nat- 
ural form (should not be powdered or 
in other form). 


Clothing: 

Sweden—AB Ervino (importer, whole- 
saler of feminine accessories, novelties, 
costume jewelry, sunglasses, and beach 
hats), 6 Vallgatan, Goteborg C, seeks 
fashion items and specialties in women’s 
apparel trade. 


Electrical Supplies and Equipment: 

Syria—Saad €¢1-Din Sabbagh (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturer’s agent), 
Mourabet St., Hama, wishes to pur- 
chase direct the following: Electrical 
fittings and fixtures, such as switches, 
lamp holders, adaptors, wall plugs, elec- 
tric lamps, mica, micanite sheets, and 
conduits; 15,000 yards of electric wir- 
ing, insulated, 110/220 v., from 1 mm. 
to 5 mm.; 100 units of electric heaters 
for home and office use, all sizes, 110 v., 
a.c., 50 cycles; 100 rotating table elec- 
tric fans, 8”, 12”, and 16”, 110 v., a.c., 50 
cycles; and 100 electric washing ma- 
chines, small size, 110 v., a.c., 50 cycles. 


Thailand—Lim Hui Kee & Co, (im- 
porting distributor of electrical goods 
and lanterns), 112-114 Padung Dao 
Road, New St., Bangkok, wishes to pur- 
chase direct modern lanterns of all 
types, plastic-coated wires of all types 
for interior wiring, wiring devices, 
bulbs, wire, and fans. 

Enamelware: 

Cambodia—Samakki Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom-Penh, wishes to purchase 
direct best- and medium-quality enam- 
eled kitchenware and toilet articles, 


such as pots, pans, pitchers, and basins 
of all sizes. 


Fats and Oils: 

Germany—Heinrich Brand (importer, 
broker of vegetable and animal oils and 
fats, oilseeds, oilcakes, waxes, resins, 
turpentine oil), 7 Marienkirchplatz, 
Neuss/Rhein, wishes to purchase direct 
animal oil and fat, oilseeds, vegetable 
oil and fat, and oilcakes. 


Foodstuffs: 


Germany — Hermann Spier Import 
und Grosshandel (importer, wholesaler 
of bacon, lard, meat, and meat pre- 
serves, manufacturer of meat products), 
120 Viehhofstrasse, Wuppertal-Elber- 
feld, wishes to purchase direct bacon, 
fatbacks, and lard. 

Sweden—Victor Th. Engwal Maskin 
AB (wholesaler, manufacturer, export- 
er of dish-washing machines, coffee per- 
colators, roasters, and cookers), Gavle, 
wishes to purchase direct instant coffee. 

Sweden—T. Winberg AB (food bro- 
ker, exclusive manufacturers’ agent for 
biscuits, canned shrimp, asparagus, ripe 
olives, vacuum-packed nuts, raisins, 
canned citrus juice, and frozen orange 
juice), 27 Kungsportsavenyen, Goteborg, 
seeks additional foodstuffs lines on an 
exclusive agency basis. 

Thailand—Bee Tat Trading Co., Ltd. 
(Mitr Phanich Co., Ltd.) (importing 
distributor of foodstuffs, liquor, textiles, 
blankets, building materials, machinery, 
ete.), 917 Songwad Road, Bangkok, 
wishes to purchase direct MSG soup 
seasoning. 


Household Cleaning Products: 

France—Societe des Produits Chim- 
iques SOLOR (manufacturer of indus- 
trial glues, cleansing products, abrasive 
products), 22 boulevard National, Mar- 
seille, wishes to purchase direct aerosol 
packed household cleaning products, 
with the exception of air purifiers (de- 
odorizers), and window-cleaning prod- 
ucts already handled by firm. 


Poultry Equipment and Supplies: 

Thailand—The Animal Development 
Co., Ltd. (importer, wholesale distribu- 
tor of poultry supplies, medicines, books, 
and magazines; hatching eggs, and live- 
stock), 160 Thai Niyom Bldg., Samyod, 
Mohachai Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct poultry medicine, and 
poultry equipment including brooders 
and feeders. 


Rubber Goods: 


Cambodia—Samakki Peanich SARL 
(importing distributor of general mer- 
chandise), 139, Vithei Preah Bat Ang 
Duong, Phnom-Penh, wishes to purchase 
direct best- and medium-quality rubber 
hose. 

Television Sets: 


Sweden — Victor Ramell (importer, 
wholesaler of electric welding cable, ma- 
chinery, etc.), Kungspassen B, Goteborg 
C, wishes to purchase direct on an ex- 
clusive basis medium-priced television 


sets adaptable to Swedish 50-cycle elec! 


tric current. 
Textiles: 


Syria—Hami el Jallad (importer. and 
textile merchant), Damascus, wishes to 
purchase cotton, wool, and rayon dress 
materials, suitings, and draperies from 
mills or their export agents. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Equipment and Acces- 
sories: 

Norway — Haakon Ellingsen & Co, 
(importing distributor of automotive 
parts and equipment, pneumatic equip- 
ment), 3 Nedre Slottsgate, Oslo, seeks 
agency for hydraulic valves and pumps 
for road and farming machinery. 

Alcohol Beverages: 

Venezuela—L. Farage, C.A. (import- 
ing distributor of wines, liquors, provi- 
sions), Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina Ibar- 
ras, Local A. 9a. Apartado 1986, Cara- 
cas, seeks agency for exclusive distrib- 
utorship for wines and liquors. 


Venezuela—Felipe Lemmo & Herm- 
anos Sues, (importer of provisions, and 
liquors in general), Edificio Felipe Lem- 
mo, Esquina de Ferrenquin, Apartado 
3546, Caracas, seeks agency for wines 
and liquors. 


Aviation Equipment; 

Chile—Harold Norman Berry (manu- 
facturers’ sales agent), Casilla 2900, 
Santiago, seeks agency for aviation 
spare parts, accessories, and equipment, 

Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 

Monaco, Principality of -—THERAMEX 
(manufacturer of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts), rue Sainte Suzanne, seeks agency 


for new chemicals or pharmaceutical 
products. 


Foodstuffs: 


Venezuela—L, Farage, C.A. (import- 
ing distributor of wines, liquors, and 
provisions), Avenida Urdaneta, Esquina 
Ibarras, Local A. 9a, Apartado 1986, 
Caracas, seeks exclusive distributorship 
for canned fruits and vegetables. 


Venezuela—Felipe Lemmo & Herm- 
anos Sucs, (importer of provisions, and 
liquors in general), Edificio Felipe Lem- 
mo, Esquina de Ferrenquin, Apartado 
3546, seeks agency for canned fruits and 
vegetables. 


Miscellaneous: 


New Zealand—W. & K. McLean Ltd. 
(importer of electric equipment and in- 
struments, radio frequency heating 
equipment), P, O. Box No. 48, Auckland, 
seeks agency for the following: Elec- 
trical and electronic measuring instru- 
ments, process-control instruments, 
home-workshop tools, bathroom scales, 
16-mm. film projectors, cameras and 
photographic equipment, component 
parts and equipment for radio and tele- 
vision, equipment for power-utility com- 
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panies, hardware, and electrical appli- 
ances. 

Rails and Equipment: 

India—Dann Decker Co. (commission 


‘merchant handling hardware, steel, ma- 


chinery, new and second-hand), 32 Peo- 
ples Bidg., P.B. No. 120, Phirozshah 
Mehta Road, Bombay 1, seeks agency 
for once-used second-hand steel railroad 
rails in straight lengths with no joints, 
in ship-load lots, 40/45 Ibs. per yard, 
and 45/50 lbs. per yard; flat-foot second- 
hand steel rails in straight lengths of 
30, 35, and 40 feet; A.C.S.R, aluminum 
conductors in different ply; and copper 
and galvanized wire, 

Stoves: 

Syria—ACTICO Arabian Commercial 
Transport Insurance Co. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent, commis- 
sion merchant), P. O. Box 135, Aleppo, 
seeks agency for 150 units annually of 
gas-oil-burning stoves, 1 and 2 burners. 

Textiles: 

Syria—Tarek S. Awff (importing dis- 
tributor), Kessariet St., Homs, seeks 
agency for 15,000 yards monthly of ny- 
lon textiles, plain, colored, and printed; 
and 10,000 yards monthly of each of the 
following velvets for upholstery: Mohair 
plush, cotton plush, and wool plush. 

Tiles: 

S. Rhodesia — The Builders Centre 
(Sby.) (Pvt.) Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
agent), P. O. Box 403, Salisbury, wishes 
to obtain agency for best-quality rub- 
ber or asbestos-based vinyl floor and 
wall tiles. 

Tools: 

Venezuela—Lorenzo Bustillos M. & 
Cia., Sucs., C.A. (importing distributor 
of hardware in general, metal and wood- 
working machinery, etc.), Santa Teresa 
a Cruz Verde 12, Apartado 234, Caracas, 
seeks agency for builders’ tools in gen- 
eral, as well as small- and medium-sized 
metal and woodworking lathes, 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence 
Division has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 
eographed copies may be obtained 
by firms domiciled in the United 


States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $2 a 


list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the mpilations. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Colombia. Au- 
gust 1956. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Dominican Repub- 
lic, August 1956. 


Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Brazil, 
July 1956. 


Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 


September 24, 1956 


porters and Dealers—Hong Kong. Au- 
gust 1956. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
= and Dealers—Nicaragua. August 
1956. 

Naval Stores Importers, Dealers, Pro- 
ducers, and Exporters—Norway. August 
1956. 

Petroleum Industry—Argentina. Au- 
gust 1956. 

Provision Importers and Dealers ~— 
Spain. August 1956. 

Tobacco and Tobacco Product Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Manufacturers—Paki- 
stan. August 1956. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Luke John Bryant, repre- 
senting J. S. Corden & Co. (Vic.) Pty., 
Ltd. (manufacturer of butchers’ ma- 
chinery; wholesaler of requisites for 
butchers, bakers, and pastry cooks; ex- 
porter of sheep casings), 50 Spencer 
St., Melbourne, Victoria, is interested in 
the manufacture of butchers’ machin- 
ery; supplies for bakers, pastry cooks, 
and butchers; and sausage casings. 


Mr. Bryant also is interested in ob- 
taining licenses to manufacture in Aus- 
tralia butchers’ machinery, _ electric 
meat saws, wrapping machinery, and 
linking machinery, and wishes technical 
information on these items. Was sched- 
uled to arrive September 14, via Los 
Angeles, for a 6-week visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Continental Illinois 
National Bank & Trust Co., 231 South 
LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Chicago, Buffalo, Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Cincinnati, Dayton, and Denver. 


Australia — Philip Wellesley Dun- 
hunty, representing Dulmison (Aus- 
tralia) Pty., Ltd. (impdrter of electrical 
transmission equipment), 40 Miller St., 
North Sydney, is interested in obtaining 
license to manufacture pole line hard- 
ware, contemporary steel furniture, hot 
and cold bath preservative treatment 
for hardwood poles. He also is inter- 
ested in transmission line fittings, and 
wishes technical information on com- 
pression fittings for extra-high-voltage 
transmission lines (330 ky.). Scheduled 
to arrive October 1, via New York, for 
a month’s visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Australian Govt. 
Trade Commissioner, 636 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y.; and 203 Sansome St., 
San Francisco, Calif. Itinerary: Boston 
and New Haven, Conn.; Albany; New 
York City; Philadelphia; Pittsburgh; 
Columbus and Cleveland, Ohio; Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; St. Louis; Chicago; Los 
Angeles; and San Francisco. 

Revised World Trade Directory report 
being prepared. 

Australia—J. P. Murphy and T. J. 
Murphy, representing New South Wales 


Rutile Mining Co. Pty., Ltd. (importer. 
of mining equipment; producer of rutile, 
zircon, ilmenite, monazite, and other 
beach minerals), Box 125, South Bris- 
bane, Queensland, is interested in min- 
ing and marketing of rutile, zircon, il- 
menite, and monazite, and wishes tech- 
nical information on mining machinery, 
Scheduled to arrive in October 1956, for 


a 3-month visit, 


U. S. address: c/o Cunard Steamship 
Co. Ltd., 25 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary, New York, Philadelphia, Chi- 
cago, Jacksonville, San Francisco, and 
Salt Lake City. 

England—D. K. Buckle, representing 
Copperad, Ltd. (manufacturer of steam, 
hot water, and electrical equipment for 
heating, cooling, and ventilating), Poyle 
Road, Colnbrook, Slough, Bucks, is in- 
terested in visting plants producing 
sheet-metal products, including press 
work and welding, to make arrange- 
ments with an American manufacture 
to produce Copperad radiant panels un- 
der license in the United States, and to 
find products in the heating equipment 
line which the firm can manufacture in 
the United Kingdom under license from 


_a U. S. company. 


Scheduled to arrive October 3, via 
New York, for a visit until October 10, 
1956. U. S. address: c/o Taft Hotel, 7th 
Ave. at 50th St., New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, and other cities un- 
determined. 

England—George M. Kertesz, repre- 
senting H. J. Chapman & Co. Ltd., Led- 
bury Park, Ledbury, Herefordshire, is 
interested in selling manufacturing 
rights and know-how for a novel and 
versatile advertising medium, Ad-Glow, 
consisting of an illuminated, printed, 
color-transparency reproduction in large 
quantities, or, as an alternative, selling 
the device itself in bulk lots to individ- 
ual manufacturers as a sales aid at 
retail outlets for their products. Sched- 
uled to arrive September 30, via New 
York for a visit of 20 to 30 days. 

U. S. address: c/o Commodore Hotel, 

Lexington Ave. & 42d St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 
» Germany—Dr. Franz J. Geks, Ewald 
Kipper, and Dr. Hilmar Willmanns, rep- 
resenting Asta Werke AG., Chemische 
Fabrik (manufacturer, exporter of 
chemical and pharmacettical articles); 
83 Bielefelder Strasse, Brackwede/W., 
are interested in visiting pharmaceutical 
and chemical factories, and wish to 
establish an agency in the United States, 
Scheduled to arrive October 1, via New 
York, for a 6-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Fritz G. Hochwald, 
295 Madison Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Philadel- 
phia, Detroit, eter ts Kalamazoo, 
and other cities. 

Germany—Dr. Hans Schleussner, rep- 
resenting Biotest Serum Institute 
GmbH (producer of testing sera for de- 
termination of blood groups, preserved 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Business reports on the 


countries of the world 


» « » conveniently arranged in ports 


...each part meeting a specific need 





Part 1. Economic Reports. 


Basic information on the general economy ... economic developments... how to 
establish a business . . . the insurance situation. 


Part 2, Operations Reports. 


Preparing shipments . . . licensing and exchange controls ... marking and labeling 
requirements . .. pharmaceutical regulations . . . import tariff system . . . patent 
and trademark regulations. 


Part 3. Statistical Reports. 


Statistics on U. S. trade with foreign countries . . . total export and import trade 
of the United States on a monthly basis. . . foreign trade of the countries of the 
world. 


Part 4. Utilities ‘Abroad 


Developments in shipping . . . railways ... aviation... highways... electric power. 
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World Trade Information Service Subscription Form 


(] Part |\—Economic Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 to foreign address} 
Please enter my subscription for the following | ( Part 2—Operations Reports. $6 a year ($8.50 ta foreign address} 
Part(s) of the World Trade Information Service | [] Part 3—Statistical Reports. $6 a year ($7.50 to foreign address} 


L} Part 4—Utilities Abroad. $3 a year ($4.00 to foreign address} 
ate etd Canethaa linet rercertarserivedagsorooegeaticosanebig i Re RS OE a A 2 EI OM Vat Menn De oe 
ca died d i deeettlahetsittnccupcheasarpatonapnncenegnesiate-scitees p | ES ES EE EE ee eee eee i Scare 


Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





“” Books 
and Reports 


Maritime Transport. Paris. Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Coopera- 
tion, July 1956. 75 pp. $1.50. 

This report of the Maritime Transport 
Committee of the Organization for 
European Economie Cooperation ana- 
lyzes the maritime transport situation 
for 1955, drawing special attention to 
the importance of shipping in the 
balance-of-payments position of several 


_ member countries. 


Details of composition and age dis- 
tribution of fleets as well as shipbuilding 
are compared with nonmember coun- 
tries, and developments in world trade 
and trends in the freight markets are 
reviewed. 

An annex to the report describes the 
possibilities for use of nuclear energy 
in the propulsion of merchant ships 
and the progress made by several coun- 
tries in this field. 

The report may be purchased from the 
OEEC Publications Office, 2000 P 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Chemical and Rubber Industry Report. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Commerce, August 1956. 31 pp. 
The French inorganic chemical indus- 

try and the chemical industry in Austria 

are featured in this latest issue of a 

monthly report prepared by the Busi- 

ness and Defense Servi¢es Administra- 
tion. 

U. S. foreign trade statistics on 
selected organic, inorganic, and agri- 
cultural chemicals also are given as 
well as U. S. exports of antibiotics and 
sulfa drugs for selected months, 1955-56. 

A section on rubber discusses world 
production and consumption for the first 
half of 1956 and Italy’s 1955 output of 
rubber products. 

The report may be purchased from 
the U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or any of the 
Department's Field Offices, at 15 cents 
a copy. 

Foreign Trade Information on Instru- 
mentation in Germany. Washington, 
D. C. U. S. Department of Commerce, 
June 1956. 23 pp. 10 cents. 

The -rising demand for scientific, 
laboratory, industrial, and process in- 
struments and equipment by West Ger- 
many’s rapidly expanding industrial 
economy provides an available market 
for greater U. S. instrumentation sales, 
according to this new bulletin prepared 
by the Business and Defense Services 
Administration, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. 

Although the United States supplies 
only approximately ten percent of the 
German import demand, sales have 
almost tripled since 1952. Instrumenta- 
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tion imports for German industry and 
laboratories amounted to more than 
$12.3 million in 1952 and $16.7 million 
in 1954. Official trade figures for 11 
months of 1955—$16.6 million—indicate 
that this trend is continuing. 

Switzerland is Germany’s: principal 
supplier of instruments and equipment; 
however, horologieal instruments and 
timers, predominantly watch and clock 
parts and accessories, comprised over 
80 percent of all Swiss shipments. If 
these items are deleted, the bulletin 
states, a comparison of the remainder 
of German imports shows that Switzer- 
land maintains only a slight lead over 
the United States in volume of instru- 
ment sales. 3 

In addition to a discussion of the out- 
look and potentials as a U. S. market, 
the bulletin contains statistics on West 
German imports and exports by major 
suppliers and principal markets, 1952-54 
and January-November 1955, as well as 
U. S. instrumentation exports to West 
Germany, 1952-55, and imports from 
West Germany, 1955. 

Other country reports available in 
this series are: Australia, Egypt, Peru, 
Bolivia, Union of South Africa, India, 
Venezuela, Switzerland, and Japan, at 
10 cents each, and Italy at 20 cents. 


International Trade 1955. The Contract- 
ing Parties to the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). New 
York City. Columbia University Press, 
August 1956. 229 pp. $1.50. 

Recent developments in the structure 
and pattern of international trade, in- 
cluding general trends in trade and pro- 
duction, trade in individual commodities, 
and trade by areas and countries are 
discussed in Part I of this study. 

Developments in commercial policy, 
such as customs tariffs, quantitative re- 
strictions, and export promotion are 
covered in Part II; while Part III re- 
views the principal activities of the con- 
tracting parties to GATT, including the 
1956 Tariff Conference. 

Pulp and Paper Prospects in Latin 
America. A United Nations Publica- 
tion. New York. Columbia University 
Press, August 1956. 465 pp. $4.50. 
This report on the pulp and paper 

consumption, production, trade, and 

prospects for development of the indus- 

try in Latin America is the result of a 

Latin American meeting of experts on 

the pulp and paper industry held in 

Buenos Aires in 1954 under the auspices 

of the United Nations Food and Agri- 

culture Organization. 

The report is divided into 4 sections. 
The first gives the composition of the 
meeting, describes the way in which the 
work was organized, and sets out the 
agenda adopted. The second provides a 
summary of the discussions and lists 
the general conclusions reached. The 
third sets forth the committee reports 
as approved, and the fourth gives the 
recommendations of the meeting. 





West German Periodical 
Again Published 


A monthly entitled “Export 
Courier” is being published again, 
after an interruption of many 
years, by Export Courier Verlag 
in West Germany. 

The magazine contains articles 
—in German, French, and Eng- 
lish—on a variety of commercial 
subjects. 

A copy of the publication is 
available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D, C., and copies 
may be obtained from the pub- 
lisher, Staedelstrasse 19, Frank- 
furt am Main, West Germany. 











Ecuadoran Business . . . 
(Continued from page 8) 


borazo, owned by the National Develop- 
ment Bank, was completed and inaugu- 
rated by President Velasco on July 26. 
Production was scheduled to begin in 
late August, with an initial daily capac- 
ity of 3,300 sacks. 

The National Planning Board ap- 
proved an industrial protection contract 
application filed by Cemento Estrella 
Azul, S.A. for the construction of a $5- 
million cement plant in Guayaquil, 90 
percent of the capital to come from the 
United States. 

The Planning Board stated that the 
Ecuadoran market could absorb the out- 
put of the proposed plant—about 6,600 
sacks a day—as well as the output’ of 
the Chimborazo plant and 10,000 
sacks daily of the Recafuerte plant in 
Guayaquil, the only present producer. 
The application was sent to the Minister 
of Economy and the President for final 
approval. 

On July 28 Compania Industrial Cau- 
cho y Plastico Ecuatoriano, S.A. (CIPE) 
inaugurated its large modern factory in 
Guayaquil, where canvas and rubber 
shoes and later other small plastic and 
rubber products will be manufactured. 
It is associated with RoSearch, Inc., of 
Waynesville, N. C., which provides tech- 
nical advice. 

Bebidas Gaseosas, S.A., which has a 
franchise to bottle Pepsi Cola in. Ecua- 
dor, has expanded its Guayaquil faeili- 
ties to double its production from 500 
to 1,000 cases an hour. 

W. R. Grace & Co. and the Glidden 
Co. of Cleveland have jointly applied for 
an industrial protection contract under 
which they would erect a $200,000 paint 
factory in Guayaquil with an initial 400- 
metric-ton yearly output. Ecuador now 
imports 90 percent of its. paint require- 
ments.—U. S. Embassy, Quito, 
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Consumer Price ... 

(Continued from page 5) 
ammonium sulfate by 44 percent, so- 
dium carbonate by 21 percent, and cal- 
cium cyanamide by 63 percent. As the 
paper plant’s capacity at Cacia was 
expanded last year, the paper industry 
in the January-March period increased 
output of printing paper and newsprint 
by about 130 percent. Domestic wood- 
pulp output was up by 30 percent. 
Production Increases 


Sheet-glass/ production was over 3 
times higher than output in last year’s 
first quarter; cement was up 55 per- 
cent; electric-power, cables, 24 percent; 
automobile tires, 5 percent; resin, 38 
percent; and turpentine, 7 per cent. 
The output of tobacco products, hulled 
rice, and various processed foods also 
increased, but beer production declined. 
The mining industry increased its 
output in most categories, according to 
mineral-production reports for the first 
quarter. Coal and iron-ore totals were 
greater by 12 and 20 percent, respec- 
tively. Sulfur production also was up 
by 20 percent in quantity. The increase 
in production of pyrites was 3% per- 
cent and of cassiterite concentrates, 6 
percent. A gain of 38 percent was re- 
corded in tin-metal production, with a 
total of 297 metric tons. Production 
of tungsten concentrates totaling 893 
metric. ton was at about last year’s 
level. 

Imports for the first half of 1956 
egist 1a 15-me e in value, 
alf of 1955, 

ved at about 
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Total imports increased largely be- 
cause of greater receipts of foodstuffs— 
vegetable oils, oilseeds, wheat, codfish, 
sugar, and coffee—needed primarily to 
fill the gap in domestic food suplies 
caused by the severe winter. Also, im- 
ports of capital goods—industrial ma- 
chinery, motor trucks, tractors, parts 
for machinery and vehicles, and steel- 
mill products—were greater. 

Exports to U. S. Down 

Exports to the United States in the 
first half of 1956 were under the 1955 
total, but imports from the United 
States, by value, exceeded those of a 
year ago by about 28 percent. Coal, 
wheat, and tobacco, together with trac- 
tors, pharmaceuticals, and parts for 
machinery and vehicles, were imported 
from the United States in substantially 
greater quantities. 

Exports failed to follow thé upward 
movement of imports chiefly because 
of smaller external demand for cork 
and cork products and a reduction by 
more than a third in exports of canned 
fish. The fish catch was smaller in the 
‘early part of this year and stocks from 
last year’s catch were at a low level. 
Exports in most other important cate- 
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gories were substantially larger. Thus, 
shipments of port wine and common 
wines, by quantity, were up this year 
by 12 and 17 percent, respectively, 
while prices remained steady. 

Financial indicators tended to confirm 
other evidence of continued general 
stability. Notes in circulation at the 
end of July were at a somewhat higher 
level than a year ago. The Bank of 
Portugal’s discount rate remained un- 
chaaged at 2% percent, and no official 
action toward tightening credit was 
reported. 

The government’s ordinary and extra- 
ordinary receipts in the January-June 
period were greater than total expendi- 
tures by nearly 900 million escudos or 
US$31.5 million. The corresponding 
surplus at the end of June 1955 was 
about 550 million escudos—U, S. Em- 
bassy, Lisbon. 





Iranian Imports .. . 

(Continued from page 7) 
Financing reportedly has been arranged 
through French banks. 

On the basis of the Oil Nationalization 
Law of March 20, 1951, Iranian authori- 
ties on June 5 took over the Tehran and 
Semnam installationg of the Soviet 
Khoryian Oil Co. which the Soviets 
have held under a much disputed oil 
concession granted many years ago, and 
the Soviet custodial employees who oc- 
cupied these installations have left the 
country without protest. Some compen- 
sation is expected to be paid. 

The Government’s position with re- 
spect to oil exploitation rights in areas 
outside the Consortium Agreement is 
that agreements will have to be in 
accordance with the Oil Nationalization 
Law; exploration and production ex- 
penses will have to be borne by the 
company submitting the offer and ex- 
penses can be amortized only from the 
profits resulting from the sale of the 
oil obtained from the operation; and the 
conditions of production and distribution 
of profit should be better and more ad- 
vantageous than the conditions set forth 
in the Consortiym Agreement, 

Development Contracts Awarded 

The Plan Organization, less than 4 
months after approval of the Seven- 
Year Development Plan, drew up a new 
plan revising all allocations and raising 
proposed development expenditures by 
20 percent—from 70 billion rials, US$933 
million, to 84 billion rials, US$1,112 
million. According to both plans, expend- 
itures will outrun revenues during at 
least the- first 3 years. Iran hopes to 
obtain a credit from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment (IBRD) for this deficit. The presi- 
dent of the IBRD visited Iran in the 
quarter but no decision was made. 

Two major contracts were awarded 
and work under previous awards pro- 
gressed. In accordance with the terms 
of the March agreement between the 
plan and the Resources Development 
Corp. of New York, a firm engineer 
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made a preliminary survey of the 
Karkhe and Karun River Basins. Esti. 
mates were accepted by the Plan Organ- 
ization and the firm received a contract 
to undertake detailed surveys over a 
2-year period, at an estimated cost of 
$3 million, of the region’s power, indus- 
trial, mineral, and agricultural poten- 
tialities and to develop a regional devel- 
opment plan. 

The plan awarded a contract to the 
Harza Engineering Corp. of Chicago for 
the design and supervision of construc- 
tion of the Karaj Dam,The firm’s plans 
will be presented to’ a 3-man board of 
international consultants who will decide 
certain basic technical issues. A con- 
struction contract will be awarded only 
after approval of a final set of plans 
and specifications, 

The British firm of John Mowlem 
awarded three contracts to local con- 
tractors for construction of road seg- 
ments of 25-50° kilometers, The firm’s 
original contract called for construc- 
tion of 6,000 kilometers of roads, but 
2,000 were withdrawn several months 
ago. 

The three firms engaged in the Munic- 
ipal Development. Program, formerly 
called the Social Improvement Program, 
have built up their organizations and 
are reporting more rapidly on projects 
suggested by the plan. However, the 
plan has not set up a comparable ad- 
ministrative organization capable of 
processing the program efficiently. This 
difficulty, and the inability of most 
municipalities to raise their 50-percent 
share of the costs of the projects, may 
jeopardize the program’s successful 
implementation, 

The Netherlands firm, NEDECO, com- 
pleted a preliminary survey of Iran's 
southern coast and recommended fur- 
ther surveys of four port cities, 
Chahbahar, Bandar Abbas, Bushire, and 
Asalu. 

The first 2 of the 70 General Motors 
diesel locomotives, financed by a $14- 
million Exim Bank loan, arrived in 
Tehran, and their initial performances 
proved highly satisfactory. The others 
are scheduled for delivery in install- 
ments to be completed by February 
1957. 

A strong revival of interest in Iran’s 
mineral resources was evidenced by 
investigation by several American, as 
well as British, French, and German 
firms. So far, however, only the French 
firm, Pennareya, has entered into a 
joint venture with the plan. 

The brisk seasonal business flurry 
toward the end of the first quarter 
slackened considerably, although busi- 
ness in general was better than for the 
year before. A notable exception was 
the construction industry where a 
building boom was in full progress. 
Housing construction, particularly in 
the higher priced category, continues 
unabated and prices of real estate and 
land are advancing very rapidly.—U. S. 
Embassy, Tehran. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








Office Equipment Show 
Set for Caracas 


A conference on the review of 
modern office procedures and con- 
trols and an exhibit of office equip- 
ment and supplies, sponsored by 
the Systems and Procedures Asso- 
ciation of Caracas, Venezuela, is 
planned December 7-9, at the Cen- 
tral University in Caracas. 

The association invites U. S. 
manufacturers of office equipment 
and supplies to arrange for a suit- 
able display of their products 
through their Venezuelan repre- 
sentatives. 

Complete details may be ob- 
tained from the Systems and Pro- 
cedures Association, Apartado 
5497 del Este, Caracas, Venezuela. 











W. German Toy Fair 


Promotes Exports 


The German Toy Fair will be held in 
Nuremberg, Germany, March 7-12, 1957, 
the U. S. Consulate General in Munich 
reports. 

About two-thirds of West Germany’s 
export business is transacted at this ex- 
hibition and, on the basis of 1955 figures, 
export sales at the 1957 fair are ex- 
pected to amount to more than 100 mil- 
lion German marks (1 German mark= 
US$0.238), the fair management said. 
Domestic sales are less important, as 
German buyers ordinarily purchase in 
May, June, and July and use the fair 
primarily as a guide to future procure- 
ment. 

At the 1956 fair, held February 26- 
March 2, 685 German firms displayed a 
wide variety of toys estimated by some 
observers at nearly 100,000 items. The 
number of buyers approximated 6,000 
German and 3,000 foreign. Representa- 
tives from 50 countries were present. 

Generally, producers of mechanical 
and wooden toys and makers of Christ- 
mas tree ornaments were successful at 
the fair. Most successful exhibitors were 
mechanical toy manufacturers, particu- 
larly makers of vehicles, electric rail- 
ways, and mechanical stuffed animals. 

The plenary body of the German Toy 
Fair Cooperative met to discuss opening 
the fair to foreign displays but, for the 
present, decided to keep the fair as it is. 


The Fourth Indonesian International 
Fair, Surabaya, Indonesia, has been 
postponed until some time between 
April and October, 1957, according to 
information received by the VU. S&S. 
Embassy at Djakarta from the National 
Board of Indonesian Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions (DEXIP). 


. September 24, 1956 


Yugoslav Businessmen Eager To Trade With 
United States, Trade Mission Reports 


Widespread interest-by Yugoslav busi- 
nessmen in stimulating two-way trade 
with the United States has been re- 
ported by the U. S. trade mission at 
the International Autumn Fair, Septem- 
ber 7-20 at Zagreb, Yugoslavia, the 
Office of International Trade _ Fairs, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, has 
announced. 


The Mission, composed of three busi- 
nessmen and a U. S. Department of 
Commerce Official, has been in Yugo- 
slavia since August 12, touring princi- 
pal commercial and business centers 
and discussing problems of two-way 
trade. While on tour the mission met 
with businessmen in Belgrade, Novi 
Sad, Rijeka, Sarajevo, and Ljubljana. 

A universally cordial welcome from 
Yugoslav businessmen, Government offi- 
cials, the press, and chambers of com- 
merce was extended, the mission reports. 

Questions and problems raised cov- 
ered many phases of international] trade. 
The most frequently asked were how 
to locate appropriate agents in the 
United States; how to determine reliable 
manufacturers in the United States; 
American methods of packaging and 
marketing consumer items; and design 
and style of leather goods. 

Principal handicaps noted by the mis- 
sion to increasing U. S. trade were: 
Misconceptions concerning the Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetics Act; inadequate 
understanding of U. S. consumers’ high 
standards as related to quality, style, 
and taste; difficulty in securing agents 
or representatives in the United States; 
U. S. manufacturers’ lack of interest 
in Yugoslavia as a market; inability to 
obtain long credit terms for capital 
goods; and the high price of American 
goods. 

Yugoslav industries most intersted in 





Montreal Stages National 
Agricultural Exhibition 


The fifth National Agricultural Ex- 
hibit is scheduled to be held in the Show 
Mart, Montreal, Canada, February 8-17, 
1957. : 

Promoters of the exhibit reportedly 
will welcome participation of American 
companies and Government agencies. In- 
quiries may be directed to the Salon 
Nationale de L’Agriculture, 152 Notre 
Dame East, Montreal, Canada. 

The 1956 exhibit included a display by 
the State of Vermont’s Department of 
Agriculture and many ‘exhibits of farm 
equipment by American manufacturers 
or their Canadian subsidiaries and 
agents. The first exhibit, In 1953, was 
attended by 80,000 persons and had 122 
exhibits and by 1956 the attendance had 
reached 120,000 with 150 exhibits. 


developing trade with the United States 
include the nonferrous metal manufac- 
turers; food producers interested in ex- 
panding sales of mushrooms, sage, con- 
centrated fruit juices, meat products, 
and fish and fish products; wine and 
liquor producers, and household wooden- 
ware, basketware, and bentwood chair 
manufacturers. 


The optimistic attitude about the re- 
sults of this tour was indicated by the 
mission member M. J. wards, presi- 
dent of M. J. Edwards Co., Portland, | 
Oreg., who reported: “The thinking of 
Yugoslav businessmen seems to indicate 
an intense desire to improve their own 
domestic economy and in so doing: to 
increase their foreign trade, especially 
with the United States. I believe that 
the better understanding that our mis- 
sion has helped to bring about will prove 
‘a definite step in this direction.” 

Other members of the mission were: 
Jacob Kleinoder, tary-treasurer and 
general manager of Volkert Stampings, 
Inc., N. Y., Frederic W. Deisroth, presi- 
dent, P. Deisroth & Sons, Hazelton, Pa., 
and mission leader, Anthony J. Buchar, 
international trade analyst, Chicago 
Field Office, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, 





Million Visitors Expected at 
Showing of Hong Kong Items 


The 14th Annual Exhibition of Hong 
Kong Products, sponsored by the 
Chinese Manufacturer’s Union, is sched- 
uled December 6-January 3, 1957, in 


_ Hong Kong with approximately 1 mil- 


lion visitors expected. 

Foreign manufacturers of industrial 
machinery or their local agents, included 
for the first time in 1955, will be repre- 
sented again this year, the CMU has 
announced. 

A display section comprising 200 
booths, each 10 feet square, has been 
allotted to the machinery exhibit; a 
rental charge of HK$500 will be made. 
for each booth. An additional HK$100 
will be charged for publicity (HK$1— 
US$0.175, official rate). 

Applications for space will be ac- 
cepted by CMU until October 31, subject 
to earlier termination, 

Displays of textile machinery, indus- 
trial serving machines, plastic-injection 
equipment, machine-shop equipment, and 
other industrial machinery for the 
manufacture of light industrial products 
would be appropriate for display, 





The Aero Club of Sao Paulo reported- 
ly will sponsor an air show in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, October 19-21, 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Greek Highway System 
Improved and Expanded 


A total of $43.2 million has been spent 
on the reconstruction and expansion of 
the Greek highway network. 


There are now more than 17,696 miles 
of usable roads, including 8,720 miles of 
national highway and 8,976 miles of 
provincial and communal roads. Of the 
total mileage, 2,227, or 13 percent, is 
asphalt surfaced; 907, or 5 per cent, 
asphalt treated; 7,553, or 42 percent, 
waterbound macadam and gravel; and 
7,009, or 40 percent, unimproved earth. 

Reconstruction of the highway sys- 
tem, 56 percent of which had been de- 
stroyed, was accomplished under the 
long-term American technical assistance 
program. More than 1,000 bridges which 
had been destroyed were repaired or 
rebuilt. The Athens-Salonika 360-mile 
highway—a vital artery in the highway 
network—has been rebuilt and reopened 
to automobile traffic. 


Legislation was enacted in 1955 to 
provide for road upkeep and expansion. 
Roads are classified as national, provin- 
cial, and municipal or communal. Re- 

ymsibitw for the construction of new, 

pe : ; national high- 

entral Govern- 

ovincial roads is 

‘al roadbuilding 

ectures. Munic- 

ipai horities are re- 

sponsible for roads of purely local im- 
portance. 

As of January 1955, there were 49,789 
nonmilitary vehicles operating in Greece, 
including 14,174 passenger cars, 19,921 
motortrucks, 280 truck trailers, 5,289 
motorbuses, 2,458 jeeps, and 7,667 motor- 
cycles and motor scooters.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Athens. 





New Passenger-Cargo Vessel 
Launched by Indian Shipyard 


The 4,000-ton State of Andamans, the 
first passenger-cargo vessel built in In- 
dia, was launched by the Hindustan 
Shipyard, Ltd. at Visakhapatnam on 
July 25. 

The vessel, owned by the Government 
of India, runs on the Calcutta-Anda- 
mans-Madras line in place of the S. S. 
Maharaja. It accommodates 66 cabin 
and 550 deck passengers. ” 

From June 1955 to June 1956, the 
Hindustan Shipyard, Ltd., delivered 3 
‘modern diesel cargo ships, and 10 ves- 
sels are on the ways, including two 
8,000-ton diesel cargo ships. The ship- 
yard is expected to receive another or- 
der soon from the Eastern Shipping 
Corp. for a passenger-cargo ship for 
the Indo-Burma service.—U. S. Consu- 
late, Madras, 
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Irish Dieselization 


Budget £2,291,000 


A budget of £2,291,000 is provided for 
the dieselization program of the Coras 
Iompair Eireann (CIE), the Irish trans- 
port monopoly, for the period April 
1956-March 1957, with an additional 
£735,000 proposed for 1957-58 and 
£50,000 for each of the two following 
years (£1=—US$2.80). 

CIE estimates that in addition, £7.69 
million will be required to finance other 
capital developments to the end of the 
1959-60 fiscal year, as well as £3 million 
on the account for renewals and re- 


placements and £4.18 million for loan 
interest. 


The unfavorable earnings situation 
was marked by a deficit for all inland 


transport operations of an estimated 
£1.8 million for the fiscal year 1955-56. 


A committee appointed by the Minis- 


ter for Industry and Commerce to ex- 
amine the country’s internal transport 
system was requested to submit a report 
by November 1. Headed by the chair- 
man of the Industrial Development Au- 
thority, its other members are the 
general manager of Aer Lingus (the 
Irish airlines), chairman of Irish Ship- 
ping, Ltd., chairman of the National 
Farmers Association, and a prominent 
Cork businessman. 





Iraq Starts Resorts 
And Tourism Service 


A Summer Resorts and Tourism Serv- 
ice designed to promote and encourage 
tourism was established in Iraq with 
the publication of Law No. 73 of 1956 
in the Iraq Government Gazette, No. 
3819. 


The Service will be attached to the 
Ministry of Development and managed 
by a five-member board of administra- 
tion, including the Director General of 
Summer Resorts and Tourism, who may 
not be elected as president or vice presi- 
dent. The other members, to be nomi- 
nated by the Council of Ministers at 
the proposal of the Minister of Develop- 
ment, will be an-expert in summer re- 
sorts, a town planner, and two non-Gov- 
ernment officials with proper experience. 


The service, which will be financed 
from the Development Board budget, 
will prepare its own budget and submit 
it to the Ministry of Development for 
approval by the Development Board. 
Its accounts will be audited by certified 
accountants designated by the Develop- 
ment Board and will be controlled by 
the Comptroller General of Accounts.— 
U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 





COMMUNICATIONS 





NOTES 











Israel’s first urban and interurban 
teleprinter exchanges have been put 
into service. The machines, purchased 2 
years ago from Western Germany under 
the reparations agreement, are being 
supplied first to economic groups—190 
in Tel Aviv, 80 each in Jerusalem and 
Haifa, and 25 in Beersheba. An un- 
specified number will be installed later, 

The modern equipment, reported to 
have a 400-letter-a-minute capacity, will 
reduce congestion due to overloading of 


lines during peak hours.—U. S. Embassy, 
Tel Aviv. 





A new 100-kilowatt radio broadcast 
transmitter, specially manufactured for 
Radio Clube de Mozambique by the 
Swiss frm Brown, Boveri & Cie, Baden, 
was inaugurated at Lourenco-Marques, 
Mozambique, August 6. It is particular- 
ly suited for tropical conditions and car- 
ries a device for both short- and medi- 
um-wave lengths. 

Only short-wave broadcasts in Portu- 
guese are now made, but medium-wave 
broadcasts, which may be in both Portu- 
guese and English, were expected to 
begin in September. Frequency and 
meter band on the medium-wave broad- 
casts will be 917 kilocycles and 327 
meters, respectively. 

The only other 100-kilowatt trans- 
mitters in Africa are in Egypt and 
Tangier.—U, S. Consulate, Lourenco 
Marques. 





The Departamento de Bienes Nacion- 
ales y Licitaciones, Guatemala City, 
announced the signing of a, contract 
with Siemens-Halske of Germany for 
the supply and installation of a new 
20,000-telephone system for Guatemala 
City, a central with 600 lines in Antigua, 
and a central with 100 lines in Amatit- 
lan. 

A new central station and five sub- 
stations will be constructed by the 
Ministry of Public Works and Commu- 
nications to house the new equipment. 





Completion of Kuwait’s new 2,000-line 
switchboard has been held up because 
of construction delays, and the Public 
Works Department estimates it will be 
from 3 to 6 months before it is in 
operation. Installation of a 10,000-line 
switchboard will have to await comple- 
tion of a new building about 4 years 
hence.—U. S. Cons., Kuwait, 





Telephone communications have been 
established between Lebanon and East 
Germany via Switzerland, and discon- 
tinued between Lebanon and Ireland via 
Switzerland.—U. S, Embassy, Beirut. 
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World Trade... 


(Continued from page 19) 

serum, and equipment for blood trans- 
fusions), 160 Schwarzwaldstrasse, 
Frankfurt am Main, is interested in 
entering into a licensing arrangement 
for the utilization of patents of U. S. 
manufacturers of pharmaceutical spe- 
cialties, and taking over the agency 
representation for such products in 
Western Germany. Scheduled to arrive 
October 15, via New York, for a 2%- 
month visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Robert C. Schleuss- 
ner, 131 E. 91st St., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and 
Washington. : 

Italy—Rocco D’Amore, representing 
FICEM, s.p.a., 12 Via Oristano, Milan, 
interested in studying U. S. techniques 
in the manufacture of electric motors 
and pumps, wishes to visit U. S. manu- 
facturers and eventually obtain licensing 
arrangements. Was scheduled to arrive 
August 24, via Chicago, for a 40-day 
visit. U. S. address: c/o D’Amore, Dom- 
enico, Ridge 730, Evanston, Ill. Itiner- 
ary: Chicago, Washington, Detroit, St. 
Louis, and New York. 

Japan — Philip Wellesley Dunhunty, 
representing Dulmison (Australia) Pty., 
Ltd. (exporter of crockery, porcelain 
ware, glassware, cutlery, toys, tools, 
hardware, tiles, bamboo and straw prod- 
ucts, optical equipment, novelties, and 
fancy goods), 70 Kyomachi, Ikuta Ku, 
Kobe, is interested in establishing con- 
tact with reliable importer or indent 
agent for hardware and miscellaneous 
lines. Scheduled to arrive October 1, via 
New York, for a month’s visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Australian Govt. 
Trade Commissioner, 636 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y.; and 203 Sansome St., 
San Francisco, Calif. Itinerary: Boston 
and New Haven, Conn.; Albany; New 
York City; Philadelphia; Pittsburgh; 
Columbus and Cleveland, Ohio; Bir- 
mingham, Ala.; St. Louis; Chicago; Los 
Angeles; and San Francisco. 

Kuwait—Hussein Makki Jum’ah (im- 
porter, sales/indent agent selling gen- 
eral merchandise), P. O. Box 153, Ku- 
wait, is interested in establishing new 
relations with U. S. manufacturers and 
exporters. Scheduled to arrive October 
1, via New York, for a month’s visit. U. 
S. address: c/o Mr. P. S. Saleh, 185 
Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York, and other cities not 
determined. 

Morocco—Charles Guetta, represent- 
ing Compagnie Centrale Industrielle et 
Commerciale (importer, retailer of in- 
dustrial, mining, public works, trans- 
port, and agricultural equipment), 238 
boulevard Emile Zola, Casablanca, is 
interested in obtaining sales agencies 
for North Africa of U. S. firms handling 
civil engineering and earthmovying equip- 
ment and supplies, including industrial 
tractors, as well as* air-conditioning 
equipment and diesel motors and ve- 


September. 24, 1956 
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Large-scale improvements at the 
Ecuadoran port of Manta are to. be 
financed by a special tax on ‘imports 
collected from November 1955 to May 
1956. 


Preliminary studies. for these im- 
provements, as well as for work at the 
port of Bahia de Caraquez, are being 
conducted by the Rader Engineering 
Corp. of Miami, Fla.—U. S. Embassy, 
Quito. 





The German airline Lufthansa was 
scheduled to inaugurate services to the 
Near East on September 12. Flights 
with Super Constellation aircraft will 
include two round trips weekly from 
Frankfurt via Munich and Istanbul to 
Beirut, Baghdad, and Tehran, with both 
tourist and first-class accommodations. 
Lufthansa has established its Near East 
regional office in Beirut—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Beirut. 





Japan Air Lines (JAL) on October 15 
will issue new stock valued at 1,433,- 
333,000 yen, to raise JAL’s capital to 
5,733,333,000 yen from the present 4.3 
million yen (360 yen=approximately 
US$1). 

The new stock, which will have a face 
value of 500 yen a share, will be allo- 
cated to the company’s stockholders at 
the rate of one new share to three old 
shares. The capital increase is neces- 
sitated by growing activities of the 
airline, including the purchase of new 
aircraft and an expansion of both do- 
mestic and oversea services—U, S. 
Embassy, Tokyo. 





TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 





RENFE, the Spanish National Rail- 
way System, reports that diese] locomo- 
tives will soon be manufactured in 
Spain. 

A diese] supplied by the French Na- 
tional Railways for test purposes hauled 
510 tons of iron ore over the la Coruna- 
Monforte section of the RENIFE lines, 
It traveled at 35 kilometers an hour on 
the steep grades and covered the total 
181-kilometer distance in 3% hours. 





The Spanish Minister of Public Works 
{inaugurated the electrification of the 
railway between Bilbao and Miranda de 
Ebro on August 23. This new 90-kilome- 
ter section will greatly improve the 
traffic facilities over the Sierra de Or- 
duna Pass which has a 3,280-foot eleva- 
tion and heretofore has been very diffi- 
cult to operate. 


The report on an aerial survey of the 
Indian coast. between y and Man- 
galore, conducted by the Office of the 
Surveyor-General to explore the possi- 
bilities of a railway connection between 
Mangalore and Dasgaon, is under study 
by the railway authorities working with 
the Survey Office at Bangalore. Con- 
struction is expected to begin during 
the third Five-Yéar Plan—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Madras. 





The 179-mile Tribhuvan Raj Path, 
Nepal’s first. national highway which 
connects Kathmandu with the Indian 
border, is expected to be completed by 
the end of the year. 





hicles. Scheduled. to arrive October 1, 
via New York, for a 3-week. visit. 

U. S. address: c/o French Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States, Inc., 
29 West 57th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Minne- 
apolis, and Battle Creek, Mich. 

Sweden—AB. N. K. Kristensson (im- 
porter of tractors, lawn mowers, and 
outboard motors; wholesaler of sawn 
and planed lumber, round timber, wall- 
board and plywood, tractors and_trail- 
ers, chain saws, bark removers, loading 
devices, and other forestry machines, 
also lawn mowers and outboard motors; 
exporter of lumber, plywood, and wall- 
board), P. O. Box 16230, Stockholm 16, 
is interested in contacting firms regard- 
ing company’s activities. Scheduled to 
arrive in September, via New York, for 
a visit during September and October. 

U. S. address: c/o N. K. Kristensson 
Inc., 250 West 57th St., New York 19, 
pu, ea : 

Trieste—Ing, Giovanni Luciani, repre- 


senting Fabbrica Birra Freher-Birre Pe- 
davena-Dreher-Venezia—S.p.A. (whole- 
saler, exporter of. beer), 4 Via. dei 
Bonomo, Trieste, interested in visting 
representative breweries and sales mar- 
ket in the United States, wishes tech- 
nical information regarding manufac- 
turing, packaging, and sales distribution 
techniques in general. Was scheduled 
to arrive September 15, via New York, 
for a visit until December 10, 1956. 

U. S. address: c/o John Ejisenbeiss 
Corp., 1775 Broadway, New York 19, N, 
Y. Itinerary: New York, Washington, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and Los Angeles. 

Turkey—Ardases Polat, Galata, Ter- 
shane Cad. 68-70, Istanbul, is interested 
in the purchase of factory supplies, such 
as leather and rubber belting, ball bear- 
ings, machine and hand tools. Now in 
the United States for a visit until Octo- 
ber 1, 1956. U. S. address: 84-43 150th 
St., Jamaica, N.Y. 

World Trade Directory report being 


requested. 
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Iraq Passes... 
(Continued from page 6) 

not call loans before maturity and that 
the National Bank would offer adequate 
rediscount facilities. —To ameliorate the 
hardship to the Rafidain Bank caused 
by the transfer, the Government then 
increased the authorized capital of the 
Rafidain Bank in July to 5 million dinars 
from 1 million dinars. 

The transfer of Government accounts 
was followed by the repeal on July 1 of 
the National Bank Law and its replace- 
ment by a new Central Bank Law which, 
among other things, chamged the name 
of the National Bank to the Central 
Bank of Iraq and increased the author- 
ized capital (Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Aug. 13, p. 9). 

With supplementary appropriations in 
June, the initial 1956-57 national budget 
of expenses was increased from 66 mil- 
lion dinars to the record high of 74.5 
million dinars. The major items were 
2.9 million dinars for the Ministry of 
Defense, making a total budget of 21,- 
348,000 dinars and 5,150,000 dinars for 
the economic-project classification. The 
latter included ID 3.5 million for salary 
increases, subsequently to be distributed 
to other categories, and 1,625,000 dinars 
for aid to Jérdan, of which 1 million 
dinars was for the Jordan superphos- 
phate plant and 625,000 for the Arab 
Teague sponsored Jordan potash project. 

Tex Rates Reduced 
tax law was passed in 
xemptions and 
tions for mar- 
ico from 450 to 500 
ir: e maximum for 
families \ from 600 to 700 
dinars. Two ne rate categories of 
income were estabiished: Real estate 
(land only) and limited incomes (sala- 
ries and wages of 2,500 dinars and less), 
which had formerly been included in a 
blanket classification of general income. 

The minimum tax rates on the vari- 
ous categories of income were reduced 
by 1 to 10 percent and the maximum 
rates by 8 to 10 percent. Satisfaction 
over the decrease in income taxes was, 
however, diminished by the subsequent 
passage in June of a law increasing and 
extending municipal] taxes to finance 
improvements. 

The Bank of Baghdad, Ltd., was li- 
censed in May by the then National 
Bank, increasing the total number of 
commercial banks in the country to 
nine and to three for Baghdad, excluding 
foreign banks. Capitalized at 2 million 
dinars, the new bank is expected to 
open for business this fall. 

The Agricultural Bank’s authorized 
capital wags increased from 3 million 
dinars to 4 million dinars, and a new 
cooperative Loan Bank with a capital 
of 250,000 dinars was authorized in June. 


Business Improves 


Business continued to improve grad- 
ually during the last quarter of 1955 and 
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the first quarter of 1956. Inventories 
were still high, but merchants seemed 
to have profited from the experience of 
the 1955 year-end slump and were buy- 
ing with more discretion. The sales level 
of most merchandise was maintained, 
with refrigeration and air-conditioning 
equipment and appliances at peak de- 
mand, 

Collections were easier, though a large 
percentage of promissory notes due dur- 
ing the quarter for credit sales of mer- 
chandise were not paid in full and 
debtors signed new notes for the unpaid 
balances. Banks exercised vigilance in 
discounting such notes and were more 
careful about granting overdrafts. 


Although cash continued in short sup- 
ply, notes and coins in circulation were 
on the increase again after the down- 
ward turn in August 1955. With De- 
velopment Board expenditures at a 
higher rate than in 1955, there was rea- 
son- to expect a further rise in the 
money supply and in imports. 


Grain Production Rises 


First-quarter predictions of a good 
agricultural year in 1956 were borne out 
by the main grain harvests in the sec- 
ond quarter. Barley production totaled 
1,061,000 metric tons, compared with 
900,000 tons in 1954. Wheat output was 
833,000 tons, compared with the 
drought-reduced harvest of 450,000 tons 
in 1955 and with 750,000 tons in 1954. 
The barley surplus available for export 
was estimated at 560,000 tons, higher 
than usual; the exportable wheat sur- 
plus, 330,000 tons. 

With world prices firm, export pros- 
pects for barley were good. Domestic 
wheat prices, however, became flexible, 
as reports of the large harvest circu- 
lated and the Government ban on ex- 
ports continued, pending final determi- 
nation of requirements for internal 
consumption. Contrary to earlier ex- 
pectations that farmers would move 
crops to market as soon as possible to 
liquidate financial obligations incurred 
as a result of the poor 1955 harvest, 





barley and wheat were not moving 
faster than usual. Inadequate transpor. 
tation facilities proved to be a deterrent, 
However, barring unforeseen difficulties 
in the grain markets, farm income wag 
expected to be back to normal in 1956, 


The outlook at the end of the quarter 
for the two date monopolies continued 
about the same, but prospects for grow- 
ers seemed poorer. The monopolies re- 
ported export sales from the 1955 crop 
of 235,000 metric tons up to July 15, 
compared with 262,267 tons for the pre- 
ceding crop year ended August 31, 1955, 


The monopolies’ efforts to increase 
date exports, results of which were pros- 
pects for the sale of 5,000 tons a year 
to Germany for animal fodder and 10,- 
000 tons a year to Japan for industrial 
uses, were offset temporarily by a 7,500- 
ton reduction to 10,000 tons in exports 
from the 1956 crop of select Basra dates 
contracted for by the United States, 
and by higher than normal inventories 
in Canada. In the hope of increasing 
sales to North America, commission 
agents were appointed in the United 
States and Canada, in the first instance 
to handle the nonselect qualities of 
dates not covered by the usual market- 
ing contract. 

Preliminary figures confirmed reports 
that 1955 set a record for foreign trade, 
The total value of imports was 94,799,- 
000 Iraqi dinars, compared with 72,683,- 
000 dinars in 1954. However, exports in 
1955 (exclusive of oil) decreased to 
16,180,000 dinars from 17,974,000 in 
1954. Imports from the United States 
of 14,695,000 dinars were 43 percent 
above 1954. 

Exports to the United States on the 
other hand decreased to 494,000 dinars 
from 743,000 dinars in 1954, These ex- 
port figures are probably understated, 
however, because exports routed through 
Lebanon appear as exports to that coun- 
try. Imports from the United Kingdom 
of 27,398,000 dinars were 22 percent 
above 1954 but represented 29 percent 
of total imports, compared with 31 per- 
cent in 1954..—U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





= 


Spanish Automotive 
Reduction Doubled 


The Spanish automotive industry 
produced a record number of vehicles 
in 1955—more than twice the amount 
recorded in 1954. Tractor production in- 
creased by nearly 20 times that of the 


preceding year. 

Output of the two standard passenger 
cars produced in Spain, the SEAT and 
the FASA, more than doubled, and 
the minimal utility vehicle “Biscuter 
VOISIN” came into significant produc- 
tion for the first time. 

As the import of automotive vehicles 
is severely restricted by Government 
control, a ready market exists for all 
Spanish production. With the exception 
of the handcrafted luxury sport car 
Pegaso, of which only 11 were produced 
in 1955, the passenger automobiles pro- 
duced are French and Italian models, 
licensed for manufacture and assembled 
in Spain. 

The trade names are identified as 
follows: 

SEAT—Fiat, model 1400, manufac- 
tured in Barcelona by Sociedad Espan- 
ola de Automoviles de Turismo, S.A., 
under license from the Italian firm. 

FASA—4-horsepower Renault, man- 
ufactured in Valladolid by Fabricacion 
de Automoviles, S.A., under license from 
the French firm. 

Biscuter—A small, open two-place 
utility automobile manufactured in Bar- 
celona by Autonacional, S.A., under li- 
cense from Compagnie Aeromecanique 
of Paris. Complete trade name is “Bis- 
cuter VOISIN Autonacional.” 





Output, Consumption 
Of World Rubber Up 


World production of natufal rubber 
amounted to 162,500 long tons in July 
1956, compared with 155,000 tons in 


July 1955, according to estimates of the 
Business and Defense Services Admin- 
istration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Output in the first 7 months of this 
year was estimated at 1,015,000 tons, 
only 15,000 tons short of the 1,030,000- 
ton record reached in the first 7 months 
of 1955. 


World consumption of natural rubber 
was placed at 145,000 tons in July 1956, 
little changed from the 142,500 tons 
recorded in July a year ago. In the first 
7 months of 1956, consumption was 1,- 
097,500 tons, up slightly from the 1,- 
085,000 tons posted in the like period 


of 19F "stimated imports into Russia 
and included in these figures, 
tot ions in July 1956, 3,250 


U. S. Imports of Still-Picture Photograp hic 
Goods at Record Level in First Half of 1956 


U. S. imports of still-picture photo- 
graphic goods, including cameras, lenses, 
film, and paper, amounted to $15,221,119 
in the first half of 1956, almost 30 per- 
cent higher in value than January-June 
1955 imports of $11,728,158, according to 
the Business -and Defense Services Ad- 
ministration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 


Preliminary statistics show that im- 
ports of still-picture cameras and parts 
were valued at $7,984,095 in the first 
half of 1956, about 26 percent higher, 
compared with $6,343,426 in the first 
6 months of 1955. A total of 461,855 
still-picture cameras were brought into 
the United States in the first half of 
1956 compared with 595,179 cameras in 
the first 6 months of 1955. 


The most notable increase was regis- 
tered in cameras valued at $10 or more 
each. 


Photographic lenses, imported sepa- 
rately, were about 31 percent higher in 
the first half of 1956, amounting to 
$1,764,957, compared with $1,346,377. 
Imports of photographic paper also were 
much higher in the first half of 1956, 
totaling $3,290,002, about 40 percent 
higher than January-June 1955 imports 
of $2,347,425. 

Imports of photographic film and dry 
plates showed a sharp increase in the 
first half of 1956, amounting to $2,174,- 
014, compared with $1,690,930. 

The accompanying table gives details 
on imports of still-picture photographic 
goods in the first half of 1955 and 1956: 


U. S. Imports of Still-Picture Photographic Goods 


Item 
Cameras and parts: 


Box type, set LOCUS. ..............ccccccccceceees number 
Cameras, all others except amen! Ragen 
Valued less than $10 each ..number 
Valued $10 or more each.............. number 
Parts of cameras, including motion-picture 
camera parts except lenses... cece 
Cameras. lens component of 


Pe” Sy RR Se oe number 
Parts of cameras, lens of chief a pg 
Lenses, photographic, imported 
RS IE RE Sm Ee number 


Frames and mountings for lensez.................... 
Photographic film except motion picture, 


unexposed: 

Cartridge or roll film.......... number of rolls 

ek RETR a asi 
Other mesempagete 4 ~_.- dais 
Dry plates.... dozen 

Photographic papers: 

Plain basic paper... RR | 
Blue or brown print. ‘paper. ss acniielbenaadieedia pound 
Unsensitized basic paper....................... pound 
Unsensitized baryta coated paper........ pound 
ee Sy | RNS Nie EI pound 

RU | Sensssths nitive re ee 


INot shown seeniiine 2 in 1958. 





Jan.-June 1955 Jan.-June 1956 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
55,587 $ 55,942 48,720 § 151,392 
408,006 223,993 235,307 170,278 
127,699 5,263,827 176,562° ‘6,755, 

comme 747,286 —_— $35,055 
8,887 25,621 1,266 33,553 
_ 26,757 2° 269 
124,019 1,346,377 147.57° 196 
1,287,474 124,811 918,111 2070 
sind $16,072 one . 
13,413 120,807 33,015 44.470 

162 266 12,247 14,759 

R46 1,311 26,942 31,166 
907,712 455,626 933,441 444,334 

2,891,411 1,065,490 2,080,584 1,051,014 
600,342 824,732 1,235,314 1,748,729 
$11,728,158 $15,221,119 


Source: Bureau of the Census, U. 8. Department of Commerce. 





tons in July 1955, 118,375 tons in Janu- 
ary-July 1956, and 30,825 tons in Janu- 
ary-July 1955. 


Synthetic rubber production for July 
1956, excluding iron-curtain countries, 
was estimated at 97,500 tons, and con- 
sumption at 77,500 tons. In July 1955, 
output was 90,561 tons, and consump- 
tion 75,000 tons. In January-July 1956, 
production totaled 712,500 tons, and 
consumption 647,500 tons, while in the 
corresponding period of 1955, the figures 
were 596,651 tons, and 590,000 tons, 
respectively. 

World consumption of natural and 
synthetic rubber amounted to 1,745,000 
tons in the first 7 months of 1956, com- 
pared with 1,675,000 tons in the first 
7 months of 1955. U. S. consumption 
declined 5.1 percent—from 883,934 tons 
to 839,230 tons—while foreign consump- 
tion, excluding Russia and China, in- 
creased 3.6 percent—from 760,200 tons 
to 787,400 tons. 


Contracts Awarded by Iraq. 
For Tobacco Warehouses 


Contracts for the construction of 24 
tobacco warehouses have been awarded 
‘by the Tobacco Monopoly Administra- 
tion in Baghdad to the following firms: 

Sulaiman Haidari, Baghdad; Moham- 
med Jawad al-Mullawi, Erbil; Haji Ali 
Kola, Sulaimaniya; and Abdul Amir al- 
Azzawi and Kamal Majid, Koi Sanjak. 
The contract for the supply and erec- 
tion of the humidifying and air-condit- 
joning systems for these warehouses 
was given to the Bahnson Co., Bahnson 
Building, Winston-Salem 7, N. C. 

An announcement concerning these 
bids appeared in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 30, 1956, page 17. 





The Iranian almond crop for 1956 is 
forecast. at 5,000 short tons, shelled 
basis, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Additional Provisions Outlined for Export 
Of Specified Agricultural Commodities 


Additional provisions under which 
U. S. Government surplus or subsidized 
agricultural commodities may be ex- 
ported have been announced by the Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce. 

The new provisions apply to commod- 
ities acquired directly or indirectly 
from the U. S. Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration and to commodities subsidized 
for export by the CCC, either by cash 
payments or payments in kind, and are 
intended to enable BFC to keep a closer 
watch over the destination of these 
commodities. 

Effective September 19, exporters, be- 
fore entering into contracts for sales 
abroad, are required to obtain from 
their foreign buyers written acknowl- 
edgments of the purchasers’ understand- 
ing of U. S. export controls prohibiting 
reexportation or transshipment without 
prior BFC approval. 

This provision applies only to those 
shipments against sales contracts cov- 
ering surplus or subsidized. agricultural 
commodities amounting to $10,000 or 
over and shipped under general license 
to destinations outside the Western 
Hemisphere. y 

In addition, exporters are required to 
place an antidiversion notice on all 
copies of the shipper’s export declara- 
tion, bill of lading, and commercial! in- 
voice covering such shipments, regard- 
less of value. 

The written acknowledgment togeth- 
er with evidence of the contract of pur- 
chase or sale must be kept available by 
the exporter for inspection upon demand 
by BFC for a period of 3 years from 
the date of export. 

Exporters are still required to submit 
an additional copy of the shipper’s ex- 
port declaration to the U. S. Collector 
of Customs, and a copy of the on-board 
bill of lading to BFC for all shipments 
against sales of $100,000 or more. For 
cotton textiles, other than cotton 
waste, these documents now must be 
submitted for shipments against sales 
contracts of $10,000 or more to all 
destinations outside the Western Hem- 
isphere. 


The new requirements do not change 


preexisting prohibitions against trans- 
shipment to the Soviet bloc of any U. S. 
goods, regardless of value, shipped un- 
der general license GRO. 


Under the Department’s established 
policy, no exports of U. S, Government 
subsidized or surplus agricultural com- 
modities will be approved for either di- 
rect or indirect shipment -to the Soviet 
bloc and the communist-controlled areas 
of Viet-Nam and Laos. Only applica- 
tions covering unsubsidized commodi- 
ties acquired on the open market will 
be considered for export to these desti- 
nations. 


Under the general embargo to com- 
munist China and North Korea, no,ex- 
ports are licensed to those destinations. 


Agricultural commodities may be ex- 
ported to all other destinations, except 
Hong Kong and Macao, under general 
license GRO without prior BFC approv- 
al, regardless of whether or not they 
have been subsidized or declared surplus 
by the U. S. Government. A number of 
these commodities also may be shipped 
to Hong Kong under general license 
GHK. 

These announcements are published 
in detail in the Federal Register, Sep- 
tember 14, and will appear in a forth- 
coming Current Export Bulletin. 





Licensing Eased ‘on 
lron, Steel Scrap 


In line with its policy of simplifying 
export-licensing requirements whenever 
possible, the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has announced that iron and steel 
scrap exporters no longer are required 
to submit on-board bills of lading as evi- 
dence of previous shipments when they 
apply for export licenses. 

In addition, BFC announced that the 
quantity of iron and steel scrap shown 
on an application need no longer be 
limited to a maximum cargo lot, and 
licenses will no longer be restricted to 
a single shipment on a single carrier. 


Formerly, exporters holding  out- 


standing licenses covering iron and steel 
scrap—except offshore scrap and ship- 
ments to Mexico—were required to ap- 
ply for licenses covering additional 
quantities on a cargo-for-cargo basis, 
and were required to present bills of 
lading showing that previously licensed 
shipments had been made, 


Exporters were 4eminded, however, 
that except for shipments of offshore 
scrap and shipments to Mexico, they 
must continue to certify that the scrap 
covered by their applications is avail- 
able for export, 


BFC said iron and steel scrap, in- 
cluding offshore scrap, licensed for ex- 
port during the second quarter of 1956 
totaled 1,328,038 short tons, as Ccom- 
pared with 1,229,555 licensed in the like 
period of 1955. Actual shipments, ex- 
clusive of exports to Canada, totaled 
2,530,060 short tong for the first 6 
months of 1956, as against 2,464,828 
shipped in the first half of 1955. 


The bulk of these exports went to 
the European Coal and Steel Commu- 
nity (Belgium, France, Italy, the Neth- 
erlands, and West Germany), Japan, 
and the United Kingdom. The rest went 
to Argentina, Austria, Mexico, and Tai- 
wan. 


This action is published in BFC’s Cur- 
rent Export Bulletin No. 769, Septem- 
ber 13. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 

Please enter my subscription for 

Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 

a year ($6 to foreign addresses). 
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PPP 


Sc nintenncs Zone......State........1..00 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. En- 
close check or money order payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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